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Setting up of mini steel plants in
Karnataka

3259, SHRI JANARDHAN POOJA-
RY: Wil] the Minister of STEEL AND
MINES be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government are consi-
dering to set up mini steel plants in
Karnataka; and

(b) if so, which places have been
selected, for this purpose?

THE MINISTER OF COMMERCE
AND STEEL AND MINES (SHRI
PRANAB KUMAR MUKHERJEE):
(a) and (b) Nine mini steel plants wilh
a capacity of 2,15,000 tonns per an-
num already exist in Karnataka. Thess
are in the private sector, and Govern-
ment does not propose setting up any
such plant in the public sector. Accor-
ding.to Government’s preseni policy,
new mini steel plants are not being
licenseq for establishment in States
where such plants are already in exis-
tence,

Gold deposits found in river beds of
Nilambur Arej in Kerala

3260. SHRI SUBODH SEN: Will the
Minister of STEEL. AND MINES bpe
pleased to glate:

(a) whether attention of Govern-
ment has been drawn to the prelimi-
nary studies made so far on fraces of
gold depowits found in the river beds
of Nilambur area jn Northern Kerala;
and

(b) if so, whether ‘Governmefit have
finalisea 5 programme of mining ope-
rations there?

THE MINISTER OF COMMERCE
AND STEEL AND MINES (SHRI
PRANAB KUMAR MUKHERJEE):
(a): Yes, Sir.

(b) No, Sir,
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