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TRUCTION

(iv) The number of Tiger Reserves
now is 11 with-a total area of
about 15,800 sq. km. A few
additional Tiger Reserves are
to be constituted in the Sixth
Plan period.

(v) A net-work of 23 National
Parks and 205 Sanctuaries has
been set up where concerted
efforts are being made for
overall wildlife conservation
and this is naturally very bene-
ficial to the tiger population
in such reserves. c

(vi) There is a complete ban on

the export of tiger skins from

the country.

As aresult of these measures
the population of tigers has
increased from 1827 in 1972 to
3015 in 1979.

(vii)

"Milk and Meat Processing Industry

2535. DR. YASANT KUMAR:
PANDIT : Will the Minister of
AGRICULTURE be pleased to
state :

(a) whether it is a fact that the
Minister for Agriculturc had talks
with Soviet Minister for Milk and
Meat Industry in the month of May
1981 for co-operation;

(b) whether any protocol was
signed between India and U.S.S.R.
on co-operation in the Agricultural
Processing Industries; and

(c) if so, what decisions have been
taken and what projects have been
identified for operation during
1981-827?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
'THE MINISTRY OF AGRICUL-
TURE AND RURAL RECONS-
SHRI R.V. SWAMI-
NATHAN): (a) Yes, Sir.
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(b) No, Sir. However, a Work-
ing Programme of co-operation
between U.S.S.R. and India in the
field of Focdstuffs Industry, was
signed on 22nd November, 1980,

() While no specific Projects have
been identified for implementation
under the Protocol of May, 1981 for
cooperation in Meat & Dairy
Industry, under the Working Pro-
gramme for cooperation between the
two countries in the field of Focd-
stuffs Industry, a Soviet Team of
Experts is currently in India for
studying  the initial data and
for mutual development of a
feasibility report for setting up
a pilot workshop at Vellore for
aseptic canning. Based on the feasi-
bility report, the commissioning of a
pilot plant wll be considered.
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