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Death in Ranthambore Tiger Project

2429. DR. VASANT KUMAR
PANDIT : Will the Minister of
AGRICULTURE be pleased to state ;

(a) whether it is a fact that seve-
ral Wildlife including $§9 Sambars,
33 Chittas and 9 Blue Bulls died
recently due to some disease in Ran-
thambore tiger project in Sawal
Madhopur district in Rajasthan ;

(b) whether it is also a fact that
in the recent census the number of
Sambars has been reduced from 3300
to 3000f; and

(¢) whether the State or Union
Government have taken steps to
investigate the death of the park in-
mates and ascertained the actual
number of deaths, and if so, the
result thereof ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTRY OF AGRICUL-
TURE AND RURAL RECONS-
TRUCTION (SHRI R.V.SWAMI-
NATHAN) : (a) Yes Sir, a num-
ber of wild animals died in Ran-
thambhore Tiger Reserve between
October 1980 and May 1981 because
of a servere epidemic of Amphistomia-
sis and Tuberculosis. The reported
figures of mortality are as follows :

Sambar - 122
Chital - 60
Blue bull — 4]
Wild bear - 1

Total 224

(b) The population of sambar has
decreased and, according to a census
done in 1980-81, the number is 1247

only.

(c) 1 he causes of this large scale
mortality have been investigated by
the Veterinary Department of Rajas-
than, and the Indian Veterinary
Research Institute (IVRI) and found
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to be the out-break of a sudden and
servere epidemic of Amphistomiasis
and Tuberculosis. Because of spora-
dic mortality all over the large area
of the Reserve and the difficult ter-
rain, it was possible to detect the
carcasses of 224 animals only.

Control measures were initiated
and taken expeditiously as per the
advice of the scientists of the State
Veterinary  Department and the
Indian Veterinary Rescarch Institute
(IVRI).
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