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Additional men likely to be requir­
ed in the next three months .. 800.

Anti-Malaria Drag*

806. Shri V. r . Xayar: Will the
Minister of ju^udi be pleased to state:

(a) the total value of anti-malaria 
drugs imported during the First Five 
Year Flan period; and

(b) the total value of recognised 
anti-malarials made in India during 
the period?

The Minister of Health (Shri Kar- 
asarkar): (a) and (b). The informa­
tion is being collected and will be 
laid on the Table of Lok Sabha in due 
tsNsrae.

Coconut Oil
507. Shri Vasudevan Nair: Will the 

Minister of Food and Agriculture be 
pleased to state:

(a) whether the Central Coconut 
Committee had recommended to the 
Government of India the fixing of a 
minimum price of Rs. 1425 per ton 
for coconut oil at Cochin;

(b) if so, whether Government has 
accepted the recommendation; and

(c) if not, the reasons therefor?
The Minister of Food and Agricul­

ture (Shri A. P. Jain): Yes, Sir.
(b) No, Sir.
<c) The reasons are:
(i) Current prices of coconut and its 

products are quite high and the 
present time is not considered oppor­
tune for fixation of any minimum 
prices for coconut oil.

(11) By a judicious use of import 
quotas and import tariff, Government 
are in a position to keep the prices 
under control and prevent any undue 
fall in the prices of coconut oil.

(lii) Statutory fixation of minimum 
prices, if it is to serve its purpose, 
must be accompanied by a full-fledg- 
ed policy of storage operations. Apart 
from technical difficulties of such 
operations in the case of oilseeds and 
oils, coconut and its oil cannot justifi­
ably be given a differential treatment

£,om other oilseeds and oil* id tits 
c*se of which no such policy is at 
present being pursued.

(iv) Government have giVen an 
assurance to the agriculturists through 
_ Press Note issued on June 14, 105? 
Jiat the prices of agricultural commo­
dities would not be allowed to fall 
^elow economic levels and that suit- 
able steps would be taken from time 
tio time to achieve this end.
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