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IDcrease in production d stepl In 
Public Sector 

1907. SHRI NAWAL KISHORE 
SHARMA. Will the Minister of STEEL 
AND MINES be pleased to state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that there 
bad ('onsiderable increase in the pro-
duction of steel in the public sector; 
and 

(b) if so. whether possibilities of ex-
porting steel are also being t"xplored? 

THE MINISTER OF COMMERCE 
AND STEEL AND MINES (SHRI 
PRANAB MUKHERJEE): (a) Yes, Sir. 
The overall production of qaleable 
steel in the integrated steel plants in 

the public sector during the ftrst foul' 
months of the current financial )'ear, 
1981-82 i.e" during April-July, 198t. 
has h~ n an increase of 3.98 lakh 
tonnes (30.7 per cent) as compared to 
the corresponding perIod of the pre-
yious year, i.e., April-July, 1980 

(b) The position regarding availabi-
lity of exportable surplus in the con-
text of domestic demand and pro-
duction is kept under constant review. 
In view of the past shortages it is 
rather too early to take 8 view'in re-
gard to export of steel. 

Natio'lalis1.tion of Import and £"port 
Businpss of la on ~ 

1908 SHRI BHEERAVADAN K. 
GADHAVI: Wlll the Minister of COM 
MERCE be pleased to state: 

(8) whether Government are aware 
that in Import of rough diamonds and 
export of cut amI polisherl rliamo!lds' 
there E'xists a ac ~ ai 1. 1 ].\ck-money 
operation; and 

(h) whether Government propose to 
nationalise import and export husmess 
of diamonds or to regulate It through 
state Trading Corporation? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN 
THE MINISTRY OF CO:\1:1V1ERCE 
(SHRI KHURSHEED ALAM KHAN)' 
(a) Government have no Such informa-
tion. 

(u) There is no proposal to canalise 
import and export of diamonds through 
a public sector agency. Steps are. 
however. taken to expand the role ot 
public sertor agencies in this trade. 

Completion of CaHcut Airport 

1909. SHRI A. A. RAHIM: Will the 
Minister of TOURISM AND CIVIL 
AVIATION be pleased to state: 

(a) by what time the Cf;llicut Airport 
is expected to be completed; and 

(b) considering the trafllc intenslt7 
will tbis be a regular airport with aU 
facilities for passensers? 




