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1882. SHRI PRATAP BHANU 
SHARMA: Will the Minister of 
STEEL AND MINES be pleased to 
state: 

(a) whether Bhilai Steel Plant is 
working on full capacity; 

(b) if so, the details of production 
of different sestions of steel produced 
in the plant during January 81 to 
July 81; and 

(c) average percentage of utilisation 
of production capacity during these 
months? 

THE MINISTER OF COMMERCE 
AND STEEL AND MINES (SHRI 
PRANAB MUKHERJEE): (a) to (c). 
The Table below gives the details of 
production of different categories of 
saleable steel in Bhilai Steel Plant 
during January to July 81 when its 
capacity utilisation was 93 per cent.-

Oategory 

Semis • 

Rails & Heavy Structurall 

Merchant Mill Products • 

Wire Rods 

(000 tonnes) 

2lU 

TOTAL 1058 

IJDder-utillsaUoa 'Of (Calcutta. aad 
Madra InternatioDal AIrports 

1883. SHRI KRISHNA CHANDRA 
HALDAR: Will the MiniSter of TOU-
RISM AND CIVIL A VlATION be 
pleased to state: 

(a) whether Government are aware 
that the policy of keeping the Calcutta 
and Madras international airports un-
derutilised has created a serious im-
balanCe Ml the distribution of ftighta:. 
and 

(b) if eo, steps take by Govern-
ment to remove the imbalanCe in the 
distribution of flights, in details? 

THE MINISTER OF TOURISM 
AND CIVIL AVIATION (SHRI A. P. 
SHARMA) : (a) It is the policy of 
the Government to encourage foreign 
carriers to operate scheduled services 
through Calcutta and Madras Airports 
as per the entitlement available to 
tllem under the various bilateral air 
services agreements. Calcutta and 
Madras Airport are in a position to 
receive a larger number of services 
than is the case now. 

The final choice of airports to be 
touched, by foreign airlines rests with 
them. 

(b) The Airports at Calcutta and 
Madras are fully equipped with 
versatile and sophisticated equipment 
to handle any type of aircraft includ-
ing wide bodied aircraft. 

While negotiating bilateral air ser-
vices agreements, foreign airlines are 
offered Calcutta and Madras as points 
of call in India. 

DecliDe in prices of spices 

1884. SHRI M. M. LAWRENCE: 
Will the Minister of COMMERCE be 
pleased to state: 

(a) whether this decline in prices 
of spices such as cardamom, !>E!pper, 
turmeric etC. bas come to the notice 
of Government; and 

(b) what were the prices of each 
produce in the years 1978, 1979, 1980 
and 1981? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE iN 
THE MINISTRY OF COMMERCE 
(SHRI KHURSHEED ALAM KHAN) : 
(a) and (b). A statement showing 
the monthly average of index num-
bers of wholesale prices of selected 
Ipciea 'is attaebd. . 
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