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NaUonal forest Polley 

1059. SHRI M. RAM GOPAL 
REDDY: Will the Minister of AG-
RICULTURE be pleased to state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that long 
awaited National Forests Policy has not 
been given final shape so far; and 

(b) if so, the reasons therefor? 

THE MINlSTER OF STATE IN 
THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE 
AND RURAL RECONSTRUCTION 
(SHRI R. V. SWAMINATIIAN): (a) 
Yes, Sir. 

(b) The National Forest Policy has 
impact on conservation needs to en-
sure environmental equilibrium having 
a bearing upon drought, floods, land-
slides and other calamities; raw ma-
terial production affecting domestic 
needs and forest industries; exercise 
of rights and concessions aifectmg 
considerable number of people living 
in and around forest areas. and other 
several important factors needing an 
indepth study. Hence there has been 
delay. The policy draft is under ac-
tive consideration 

Deteriorating of high.yielding variety 
seeds 

1060. PROF. AJIT KUMAR MEHTA: 

SHru CHHOTEY SINGH 
YADAV: 

SHRI CHANDERDEO PRA-
SAD VERMA: 

SHRI RASHEED MASOOD: 

Will the Minister ot AGRICUL-
TURE be pleased to state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that the 
quality of the high yielding variety 
(YV) seeds is fast deteriorating; 

(b) it so, the reasons therefor; and 

(c) its likely impact on the food 
production during the Sixth Plan 
period? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN Tim 
MINISTRIES OF AGRICULTURE 
AND RURAL RECONSTRUCTION 
(SHRI R. V. SWAMINATHAN): (a) 
to (c). The yield potential of high 
yielding variety seeds has not deterio-
rated. However, with passage of 
time, they have become susceptible to 
pests and diseases. This is an entirely 
expected phenomenon all over the 
world and is taken care of by deve-
loping new varieties to replace tho 
old ones. As the new varieties have 
been developed, there is no apprehen-
sion of any adverse impact On food 
production on thIS account in forsee-
able future. 
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