297 Written Amswers SRAVANA 30,1903 (SARKA)  Written Answors 298
Losses incarred by Third Airline Expansion Programme of *“Vayudoot™

“v.mm”
996. SHRI BAGUN SAMBRUI :
995. SHRIMATI PRAMILA SHRIMATI MADHURI SINGH

DANDAVATE :

SHRI KAMLA MISHRA
MADHUKAR :

SHRI R.L.P. VERMA ;
SHRI B.D. SINGH :
Will the Minister of TOURISM
AND CIVIL AVIATION be pleased
to state :

(a) whether itisa fact that the
third level airline Vayudoot has in-
creased losses upto Rs. 30 lakhs in
the first four months of its existence;

(b) if so, the reasons as to why
Vayudoot is operating with the air-
craft which was found un-economical
by Indian Airlines ; and

(c) whether in view of the ex-
perience with Vayudoot, Government
propose to discontinue third airline
service ?

THE MINISTER OF TOURISM
AND CIVIL AVIATION (SHRI
A.P. SHARMA): (a) Yes, Sir.
The loss is estimated at approxi-
mately Rs. 30 lakhs.

(b) Relatively low fares and low
seat factor coupled with the high
-cost of operation of the aircraft are
the reasons for the losses incurred
by Vayndoot. But keeping in view
the socio-economic needs of the
area and the difficult terrain necessit-
ating the introduction of Vayudoot
service to the N.E. region urgently,
the services are being operated with
F-27 aircraft taken on lease from
Indian Airlines pending selection and
purchase of a suitable aircraft for the

purpose.
(¢) No, Sir.

SHRI K. MALLANNA :
SHRI AJOY BISWAS :
SHRI CHRISTOPHER EKKA :
Will the Minister of TOURISM
AND CIVIL AVIATION be pleased
to state :

(a) the details of the operational
net-work of the ‘Vayudtoot’ ;

(b) its expansion programme, the
expected revenue and daily expenses
on the Yayudoot service ;

(c) whether the fare on the Vayu-
doot routes will be less than the
normal fares charged by the domes-
tic airlines ;

_(d) whether it is proposed to sub-
sidise the losses incurred by the
Vayudoot services; and

(e) if so, the details thereof ?

THE MINISTER OF TOURISM
AND CIVIL AVIATION (SHRI A.
P. SHARMA): (a) Vayudoot is
presently operating on the following
North-Eastern Sectors :—

Gauhati/Barapani
Gauhati/Kamalpur/Agartala
Gauhati/Kailashahar/Agartala
Gauhati/Rupsi
Dibrugarh/Tezu

(b) A decision in principle has
been taken to extend Vayudoot ser-
vices to places other than those in
the North-Eastern region, on the
basis of a phased programme. The
details are being worked out. The
revenue and expenditure during the
period from 26th January, 1981 to
31st May, 1981 were Rs. 3.34 lakhs
and Rs. 32.73 lakhs respectively.
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(c) The fares charged by Vayu-
doot, on the sectors operated by it
at present are 13%/ less than Indian
Airlines fares in the North-Eastern
region.

(d) No such proposal is under
consideration at present.

(e) Does not arise.

Setting up of National Bank for
Development of Agriculture

997. SHRI R.P. GAEKWAD :
SHRI JAGDISH TYTLER:
Will the Minister of FINANCE
be pleased to state :

(a) whether Government propose
to set up a national bank for the
development of Agriculture ;

(b) if so, the estimated capital of
the proposed bank; and

(c) the time by which it would
be setup and when the proposal
would be implemented ?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN
THE MINISTRY OF FINANCE
(SHRI MAGANBHAI BAROT):

(@ Yes, Sir.

(b) It is proposed that the capi-
tal of the National Bank shall be
100 crores of rupees, provided that
Central Government may increase
the said capital upto 500 crores of
rupees.

(¢) A Bill to establish the
National Bank for Agriculture and
Rural Development is likely to be
introduced 1n Parliament soon.
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