75" Written Answers

Purchase of Indian Tea by Soviet Union

816. SHRI SONTOSH MOHAN
DEV : Will the Minister of COM-
MERCE be pleased to state :

(a) whether itisa fact that the
purchase of 1ndian tea by the Soviet
Union is exported to a number of
European countries by the country
thereby depriving India of the hard

currency,

(b) whether it is also a fact
that much of the tea exports to the
Soviet Union is done through private
parties: and

(c) if so, the steps taken to re-
medy the situation ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTRY OF COMMERCE
(SHRI KHURSHEED ALAM,
KHAN) (a) : Although USSR does
re-export some of the teas imported
by it, Government is not aware of
any re-export of Indian tea by the
USSR to free market countries.

(b) and (c) : Alongwith private
Indiap tea exporters, the ea Trading
Corp. of India Ltd.,, a2 Government
of India undertaking, 1s exporting tea
to the USSR. Indian firms are
appointed as agents/supplicrs by the
USSR. The present arrangement are
as per the agreed Government policy
in regard to trade with the USSR.
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