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China and further improvement of our
relations.

(b) The border issue was discussed
in he talkgs and he Chinese side
acknowledged that it is a major pro-
blem between us which should be settl-
ed eariy. They also accepted ov”
basic proposition that progress mm 7ur
relations cannot be complefe as 'ong
as the boundary question remains un-
resolved. It has been  agreed that
further discussions should be held for
which we shall send a delegation with-
in the next few months.

(c) We are in consultations with the
Chinese Government in preparation
fnr further discussions later this year.

lmproving Sino-India Relations

792. SHRI 8. M. KRISHNA:

SHRI JANARDHANA
JARY:

SHRI MOOL CHAND DAGA:
SHRI JAGPAL SINGH:

SHRI DAULAT RAM SARAN:
SHRI XAVIER ARAKAL:
SHRI R. L. BHATIA;

SHRI GULAM MOHD. KHAN-

SHRI CHHOTEY SINGH VaA-
DAV:

SHRI CHITTA BASU:

SHRI KRISHNA CHANDRA
PANDEY:

SIIR] M. RAM GOPAL REDDY:

SHRI RASHEED MASOOD:

SHRI KUNWAR RAM:

SHRI R. P. GAEKWAD:

SHRI NAVAL KISHORE SHAR-
MA:

SHRI M. V. CHANDRASHEKA-
RA MURTY:

POO-

Will the Minister of EXTERNALI.
AFFAIRS be pleased to state:

(a) whether India and China have
succeedea in developing a mechanism
to make a fresh beginning to negotiate
the border issue so that the larger as-
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pects of bilateral relations could be
spared of the dispute debilitating
impact; angd

[

(b) if so, what progresg has been
made so far after the visit to India of
the Chinese Foreign Minister in June
last to resolve the border issue?

THE MINISTER OF EXTERNAL
AFFAIRS (SHRI P. V. NARASIMHA
RAO): (a) It has been our gtand that
progresg in India-Ching relationscan
not be complete as iong as the ooun-
lary question remains unresolved. The
Chinese have accepted our basic pro-
position. Having agreed to the im-
portance of the boundary question and
the need for early settlement it wes
agreeq that further discussions should
be held. At the same time, we have
made it clear that the settlement of the
boundary question is not 3 precondi-
tion, and that we are willing to deve-
lop relatirms in other fields simultan.
ously.

After rrelimenary discussions which
will be conducted by our Ambassador
in Beijing we shall send a delegation
within the next few months for dis-
cussions.

(b) Preparations for meetings at
official levels are being made in con-
sultation with the Chinese Govern-
ment.
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