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China and further improvement of our 
relations. 

(b) The border issue was discussed 
~n he talks and he Chinese side 
acknowledged that it is a major j:ll'O-
blem between us which should be settl-
ed ea6y. They also accepted (It''' 
basic proposition that progress 1n '>UT 
relations cannot be om le~ as !nng 
as the boundary question remains u.1l-
resolved. It has been agreed that 
further discussions should be held for 
which we shall send a delegation witr-
in the next few months. 

( c) We are in consultations with the 
Chinese Government in preparatio.l"l 
fnr further di ~ion  tater this ~r. 
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Will the Minister of EXTERNAT. 
AFFAIRS be pleased to state: 

(a) whether India and China have 
succeedeci in developing a mechanism 
to make a freSh beginning to negoti ate 
the border issue so that the larger as-

peets of bilateral relations could be 
spared of the dispute debilitating 
impact; aDd .... 
(b) if so, what progress has been 

made so far after the visit to India of 
the Chinese Foreign Minister in June 
last to resolve the border issue? 

THE MINISTER OF EXTERNAL 
AFFAIRS (SHRI P. V. NARASIl\IHA 
RAO): (a) It has been our stand that 
progress in India-China relations can 
not be complete as .lOng as the 00UIl-
lary question remains unresolved. The 
Chinese have accepted our basic ro~ 

position. Having agreed to the im-
portance of the boundary question and 
the need for early settlement it Wf' ~ 
agreea that further discussions shOUld 
be h~ld  At the same time we have 
made "it clear that the ettle~ent of the 
boundary question is not a precondi-
tion, and that we are willing to deve-
lop relatinns in other fields simultan. 
ously. 

After T'relimenary discussions which 
will be conducted by our Ambassador 
in Beijing we shall send a delegation 
within the next few months for dis-
cussions. 

(b) Preparations for meetings at 
official levels are being made in con-
sultation wlth the Chinese Govern-
ment. 
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