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Synthetic Oil fnmi Coal

2266. SHRI NIREN GHOSH: Will
the Minister of ENERGY be pleased 
to state:

(a) did Sir J. C, Ghosh Committee 
rec-ommend for going in for synthetic
Oil I.e., from coal to oil;

(b) did 'the Committee say that 
synthetic oil would be cheaper than 
imported oil;

(e) did the Committee recommend 
that a pilot plant for synthetic oil be 
set up at Raniganj;

fd) if so, why was it not imple-
mented ;

(e) will Sir. J. C. Ghosh Committee 
report be laid on the Table of the 
House; and

(f) if not, why not?

t h e  m i n i s t e r  o f  s t a t e  IN' THE
Mi n i s t r y  o f  e n e r g y  {S h r i
VIKRAM MAHAJANl; fa) to ( f) . 
The sjTithetic Oil Committee 0  956) 
lieaded by Dr. J. C, Ghosh recom-
mended the setting up of a low tem-
perature carbonisation plant in Benfial 
coalfield for production of soft coke 
foi" domestic fuel and for utilisaticm 
of bye-product tar for the production 
of motor spirit, fuel oil etc. Tlie 
Committee was o f the view that motor

fuels can be produced at cOsts equiva-
lent to landed cost of imported petrol 
(as per price prevailing in 1956). The 
project was not taken up due to easy 
availability of cheap imported crude 
at that time. Five copies of the Re-
port of Dr. J. C. Ghosh Committee 
1956 have been placed in the Parlia-
ment library for reference by Mem- 
borr; of Parliament. The index num-
ber alloted to the above publication is 
fi62,6fi R (R  41820 (1—5) J.6. But
Government of India is considering 
proposal.=; for conversion of coal to
oil.

M c f t i n e  o r  J o i n t  B i p a r t i t e  r o m m i t t e r  
f n r  C o a l  I n d u s t r y

2267. SHRI CHITTA BASU: Will
the Minister of ENERGY be pleased 
to Klate:

(a) whether the Joint Bipartitfi 
Committee for coal industry recently 
met at Calcutta;

(b) if 10. whether the meeting mad* 
an assessment of the coal output for 
the current y«ar; and

(c) if so, the target for the current 
year and performance balance sheet 
till date?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF ENERGY (SHRI 
VIKRAM MAHAJAN); (a) and (b). 
Yes. Sir.




