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the level of farmers who adopt pre-
valent storage practices which are not 
sufficient to afford protection to food- 
grains from rodent, insect, moisture 
and birds which are the main factors 
causing losses.

At the Government level the main 
agency entrusted with handling of 
foodgrain is Food Corporation of 
India. Food Corporation of India 
stores the foodgrains on scientific 
principles. Consequently the losses 
have been minimal during 1976-77 
(0.7 per cent), 1977-78 (0.9 per cent) 
and 1978-79 (1.0 per cent)' on the basis 
of quantity sold. Government is also 
conscious of the need to improve the 
storage condition at the farm level for 
which a phased countrywide Central 
Save Grain Campaign programme is 
under implementation for educations 
motivation and persuation of rural 
masses to adopt modern storage prac-
tices and thus reduce foodgrain losses.
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Expansion of Public Sector Telephone 
Industries

5538. SHRIMATI GURBRINDEIi 
KAUR BRAR: Will the Minister of 
COMMUNICATIONS be pleased to 
state:

(a) the details of expansion pro-
gramme of the Public Sector Tele-
phone Industries in the country dur-
ing the next two years;

(b) whether the proposal to set up 
Public Sector Telephone Industries in 
Punjab is under consideration; and

(c) if so, the details thereof and 
if not, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN 
THE MINISTRY OF COMMUNICA-
TIONS (SHRI KARTIK ORAON):
(a) To meet the growing demand of 
telecommunication equipment the Go-
vernment have taken several steps to  
increase production capacities by ex-
pansion of the existing units. The 
most important among these are: —

(i) setting up a factory to pro-
duce 2 lakh lines per annum of in-
digenously developed crossbar swit-
ching equipment (ICP) at Rae 
Bareli Unit of ITI;

(ii) augmenting the present ma-
nufacturing capacity of 10,000 lines 
per annum of small electronic ex-
changes at Palghat Unit of ITI to
1.5 lakh lines per annum through 
manufacture of electronic trunk au-
tomatic exchanges, private automa-
tic exchanges and rural auto ex-
changes.

(b) and (c). There are no firm pro-
posals for setting up Public Sector
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Telephone Industries in Punjab, at 
present. However, requests have been 
received for locating one of the two 
new Units for the manufacture of 
Electronic Switching equipment in 
Punjab. These will be considered 
along with other proposals, while 
finalizing the locations of these two 
Units.
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Central Aid for Rural Godown in 
Orissa

9540. SHRI CHINTAMANI PANI- 
GRAHI: Will the Minister of RURAL 
RECONSTRUCTION be pleased to
state:

(a) whether Government have re-
ceived any proposal for assistance for 
the construction of rural godowns 
from Government of Orissa; and

(b) if so, the amount asked for and 
the decision of the Government there-
on?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN 
THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE 
AND RURAL RECONSTRUCTION 
(SHRI BALESHWAR RAM ): (a) The 
Government of Orissa have submitted 
a proposal for construction of 20 rural 
godowns at an estimated cost of Rs. 80 
lakhs.

(b) The amount of subsidy of the 
Central Government works out to 
Rs. 20 lakhs. The Project Funding 
Committee for Rural Godowns has 
approved the proposal for construc-
tion of godowns at all the 20 places.
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