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(b) ifso, has any tender been accepted
and the details of price, technique and
delivery period of the same ;

c) whether it is a fact that there - are
indigenous  locomotive  manufacturers
which have not been given any chance,
if so, the reasons thereof ; and

(d) how many locomotives were im-
ported during 1980 and what is the require-
ment o’ locomotives for 1981 and 1982 ?

THE MINISTER OF COMMERCE
& STEEL AND MINES (SHRI PRA-
NAB MUKHERJEE) : (a) Yes, Sir.

(b) A Letter of Intent has been placed
on M/s. General Electric Company of
USA for the supply of 43 medium horse
power (6oo-yo0 HP) diesel electric locos
(including two Nos. required by TISCO)
subject to the approval of the Government
of India, the base price for each locomo-
tive  being US § 4,235,100 FOB. The
deliveries are scheduled to  Commence
from June, 1981 at an average rate of one
locomotive per week. The locmotives to
be supplied are to adopt diesel electric
technique. As regards high horse power
(1400 HP) diesel electric 'ocomotives,
the offers are still under consideration in
SAIL.

(c) Railways, who are the main manu-
factureres of locomotives in the country,
had already indicated their inab’lity to
meet SAIL’S requirements of mediom
horse power diesel electric  locos upto
1981-82. M/s. JESSOPS and M/s.
Suri & Nayyar, who had quoted against
the NIT, are not manufacturers of me-
dium  horse power locos (6oo-700 HP)
and as such SAIL did not consider them
suitable to meet their immediate re-
quirements. However, to encourage the
development  of indigenous  sources of
supply, trial orders are under contem-
plation subject to the settlement of terms
and conditions to the satisfaction of
SAIL.

(d) No locomotives swere imnorted
during 1980. The like y requirements for
1981 and 198z arc 4§ .l 29 re-pectively.
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Setting up of Steel Depot in Tripura

1652. SHRI AJOY BISWAS : Will
the Minister of STEEL AND MINES
be pleased to state :

(a) whether there is any proposal to
set up a steel depot in Tripura ; and

(b) if so, when it will comeup ?

THE MINISTER OF COMMERCE
AND STEEL & MINES (SHRI
PRANAB MUKHERJEE) : (a) & (b).
SAIL are at present examining a proposal
of the Tripura State Government for a
stock-yard in Dharamnagar. Its opening
will depend on land with necessary in-
frastructural facilities being made availabl *
by the State Government.

Damage to Machinery in Durgapur
Steel Plant

1653. SHRI ~NIREN GHOSH :
Will the Minister of STEEL AND MINES
to pleased to state :

(a) whether he is aware that because of
supply of the low quality of coking coal
the machineries in Durgapur Steel Plant
were getting dumaged and the production
capacity of blast fournances is also going
down ; and

(b) if so, what steps Government have
taken against the management who are
responsible for damaging the national

property ?

THE MINISTER OF COMMERCE
AND STEEL & MINES (SHRI PRANAB
MUKHERJEE) (a) & (b) Govern-
ment is aware that the poor quality of
coking coal supplied to the Durgapur
Steel Plant (DSP) is one of the contributory
factors leading to the loss of production
and poor performance of the blast furnaces.
No damage to equipment has, however,

been reported on this account,

Steps have beenjare  being taken
to remedy the situation. It has been impre-
ssed upon the coal producing agencies to
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‘contro] the ash control with a view to
improving the quality of coking coal to
the desired level. orts are also being
made by D.S.P. to intensify washing of
the raw coal at its captive washery to
achieve higher ash drops than designed.
Besides, coke cutting scheme has been
undertaken to economise on the use of
coke and to improve the blast furnace
productivity.
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