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6823. SHRI Bo K. GADHAVI: Will 
the Minister of FINANCE' be pleased 
to state: 

(a) e ~  ~ diamond cutting 
industry is totally exempted .from the 
Cenaral Excise Duty, if 60 what is 
the rationale behind it; 

(b) whether it is a fact that pearl 
industry has also asked for conces-
sions a par wrm"'fhe diamond induso 
try, if so, what "is the responS6 -0'1. 
Government to it; arid 

(c) whether Government are aware 
that pearl industry is mostly ~ a e 

industry in our country and if so, the 
reasons why no incentives are given 
to it at par with the diamond indus-
~  ' -

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF FINANCE (SHRI 
SAWAISINGH SISODIA): (a) Wes, 
Sir. The diamond cutting industry is 
exempted from the Central Excise 
Duty since it was considered as a 
labour-intem,ive and export-oriented 
industry. --

(b) The Government are not aware 
of any request from pearl industry 
seeking o e ~ at par with 
diamond industry. 

(c) In view of (b) above, the qups-
tion does not arise. However, it lnay 
be said that goods 1alling under Tariff 
Item 68, manufactured without the aid 
of power already stand exempted 
from duty. .- -
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