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(b) During the period 1977-78 to 
\1980-81, a signiticant decline in food· 
grains production was registered m 
1979-8(\ which was mainly on account 
,of an acute and widespread drought 
in several parts of the country. In 
.other years, the production has 111-
·creased not only due to good weather 
· conditions. but also on account of Cit-
,pansion of area under high-yielding 
'varieties; increased consumption of 
'chemical fertilisers; increase in ieri-
:gated area under crops; change in the 
.cropping pattern through advancement 
in the sowing time of rice crop with 
the help of' community nurseries; pro· 
pagation of improved arieti~s 

through minikit programme; dissemi-
nation of new production technology 
"through a massive programme of far-
:mers training and education; etc. In 
. addition, a three-pronged strategy has 
'been adopted for increasing the pro-
duction of pulses, which inter-alia in-
cludes (a) Accelerated efforts fo!" 
yield maximisation, utilising the avaH-, 
able technology; (b) increasing the 
'irrigated area under moong. urd, 
gram, arhar, etc, and (c) inter-cro-
:pping of pulses with millets, oil-
:seeds, cotton, sugarcane, etc. 
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