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Ocean as a Zone of Peace was consi-
dered at the Conference of Foreign
Ministers of Non-Alignedqd Countries
held in New Delhi from February 9 to
13, 1981.

(b) The New Delhi Declaration adop-
ted at the Conference on February 13,
contains the following formulation on
the Indian Ocean, which was approved
by consensus after discussion:.

“The Ministers expressed grave
concern over the growing build up
of Great Power military presence
in the Indian Ocean area. The Min-
isters noteq that despite the expres-
sed wishes of the littoral and hiater-
land States of the Indian Ocean,
military activity in all forms and
manifestations of the Great Powers
in the Indian Ocean area had inten-
sified and that there had been a
markeg deterioration in the climate
of peace and security in the area.
They further noteq that the concept
of the Indian Ocean as a zone of
peace, as contained in the 1971
United Nations Declaration (United
Nations Resolution 2832 of 16th
December, 1971) anq as considered
at the meeting of the littoral and
hinterland States of July 1979 as
well as gt the meetings of the Ad
hoc Committee on the Indian Ocean,
was being systematically nullifieq by
this escalation of military prepara-
tions by the Great Powers. The
Ministers, seriously concerned at the
dangerous tension in the area
brought about by the expansion of
existing foreign basis, military in-
stallations, logistical supply facili-
ties, the disposition of nuclear wea-
pons and weapons of mass destruc-
tion as well as the search for new
base facilities, warned of the dan-
gers of any actions that would pro-
vide pretexts for the intervention
or the presence of the Great Powers
in the area. They also reaffirmed
their determination to work for the
success of the Conference on Indian
Ocean, scheduleg to be held in Sri
Lanka in 1981, to achieve the objec-
tives of the, concept of the Indian
Ocean as a zone of peace and to

this end wurged all Great Powers
and other major maritime users to
participate in the Conference in a
constructive spirit, and to start a
process of reducing their military
presence in the Indian Ocean area
meanwhile.

In thig connection, the Ministers
welcomed, in principle, the initiative
of the President of the Democratic
Republic of Madagascar to convene
a Summit Conference in Antanana-
rivo (Madagascar) ang requested
the Government of Madagascar to
elaborate further on the proposal for
its detailed consideration.”
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