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ernment did not appoint any Commit-
tee in the recent past to examine the 
pattern on which Regional Cancer
Centres should be developed. How-
ever, a Committee was constituted for 
this purpose in 1971 under the Chair-
manship of Dr. P. N. Wahi  ̂ former
Director General, Indian Council of 
Medical Rjecearch. The Committee 
submitted its report in November, 
1972. The main recommendations of 
the Wahi Committee were as follows:

(i) The existing l l  centres at 
Bombay, Ahmedabad, New 
Delhi, Kanpur, Calcutta, 
Cuttack, Hyderabid^ Madras, 
Kancheepuram, Trivandrum 
and Neyyoor should be streng-

thened to meet the constantly 
increasing demands for cancer 
control and therapy.

(ii) The existing centres at Cal-
cutta, Bombay,, Ahmedabad. 
Madras, Hyaerabad and 
Delhi be developed as Regio-
nal Cancer Centres.

(iii) Establishment of a National 
Cancer Registry as an institute 
of the Indian Council of Medi-
cal Research.

(iv) Establishment of a National 
Institute of Cj^ology for train-
ing of Cyto-pathologists, 
Cyto-technologists and Cyto- 
technicians under the auspices 
of Indian Council of Medical 
Research.

(c) In puruance of the recommenda-
tions of the Wahi Committee and also 
keeping in view subsequent develop-
ments the Government established 3 
Regional Cancer Centres at Delhi, 
Madras and Calcutta during thei 5th 
Five Year Plan. The Tata Memorial 
Centre, Bombay developed as a Regio-
nal Centre under the administrative 
control of the Department of Atomic 
Energy. During the current year of 
the 6th Five Year Plan 1980—85 six 
of the existing Cancer institutes at 
Ahmedabad, Trivandrum^ Gwalior, 
Cuttack, Bangalore and Gauhati have 
been selected for development as Re-
gional Cancer Centres.

The National Institute of Cytology 
has already been set up under the aus-
pices of Indian Council of Medical Re-
search. The establishment of Re^onal 
Cancer Registries is also receiving the 
urgent attention of Government.
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