
Fuads tOr production of BenpU Films 

3784. SHRI SANAT KUMAR MAN-
DAL: Will the Minister of INFOR-
MATION AND BROADCASTING bf" 
pleased to state: 

(ai the funds made available by the 
Film Finance Corporation for the pro-
duction of Bengali films during the last 

two years; 

(b) whether it is a fact that as com-
pared to the Bombay-based film indus-
try, the Bengali film industry is hard 
hit by finances; and 

(C) if so, the steps which Governmc:1t 
propose to take to ensure equitable dis-
tribution of funds to the Calcutta-based 
film industry? 

THE DEPUTY MINISTM IN THE 
MINISTRY OF INFORMATON AND 
BROADCASTING (KUMARI KUM-
UDBEN M. JOSHI): (a) to (c). Pro-
duction of films and their financing are 
in the ~i te sector. AV3ilabWty of 
finance to the Bombay based film in-
dustry appears to be t ~i  hi-
gher th ~  to the Bengali film Indus-
try. Apparently. commercial consi-
derations dictate investments by 
financiers in production Of films. 
Ho'Wever, with a view to en-
couraging production of films of good 
quality and high artistic standard, 
Govt. set up Film Finance Corporation 
(FFC) in 1960 for providing financial 
a:1d other assistance for the production 
of such films. Film Finance Corpora-
tion (FFC) was amalgamated with 
National Film Development Corpora-
tion (NFDC) Q:l 11-4-1980. FinanCial 
assistance for film production is now 
given by NFDC. During the last two 
years, FFC sanctioned a loan of Rs. 3.50 
lakhs for one Be:1gali film "Ashwame-
dher Ghora" and NFDC sanctioned 
loans of Rs. 5.48 lakhs for two BengaU 
films-Rs. 1.98 lakhs for "Yiasnir Kol-
katia" and Rs. 3.50 lakhs fOr ",Radha 
Krishna". Film Finance Corporation 
(now National Film Development Cor-
poratio:1) set up a branch office in 
Calcutta to cater to the needs of the 
film prodUcers from the eastern region. 

The Corporation i~ tryine to .encourase 
production of Bengali films by extend-
ing financial assistance in deservinl 
projects from that re i ~  A regional 
script panel functions from Calcutta. 
The Corporation has finalised a colla-
boration arrangement with West Bengal 
Govt. for financing construction of 
low-cost theatres. In addition, ~he 

Corporation has recently decided to ,ut 
up a 16 mm production infrastructure 
in Calcutta to boost the film industry in 
Bengal. The Films Divisio:l is also 
setting up a 16 mm production unit 
at Calcutta for one-hour feature films 
based on local interest or stories to 
cover entire eastern region. 
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Allotment of diesel pumpS to flsher-
maD Cooperative Societies 

3786. SHRIMATI SANYOGITA 
RANE: Will the Minister of PETRO-
LEUM, CHEMICALS AND FERTI-
LIZERS be pleased to state: 

(8) whether it is proposed to allot 
diesel pumps to the fi8hennan co-




