175  Written Answers

Gauhati/Hajai to Hilara/Behara (in
Cachar) is necessary for speedy im-
provement of backward area and for
gecurity of border area; and

(b) if so, whether Government pro-
pose to take immediate steps in this
regard?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS AND IN
THE DEPARTMENT OF PARLIAMEN-
TARY AFFAIRS “(SHRI MALLIKAR-
JUN): (a) and (b). With a view to
cope with the vastly increased traffic
anticipated in the near future, in the
area presently served by Lumding-
Badarpur Hill Section, a Preliminary
Engineering-cum-Traffic Survey for an
alternative BG route from Gauhati/
Jagai Road to Ba&arpur Pas been in-
cluded in the Budiget for 1981-82. Fur-
ther consideration to this project will
be given after the results of the survey
become known, subject to availabilily
of resources and its clearance by the
Planning Commission.
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Unatiended Sick Wagons

7803. SHRI CHINTAMANI JENA:
Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be
pleased lo state:

(a) the number of wagons added on
the sick list of wagons since January,
1980,
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"(b) the 1easons for the growing
number of sick wagons and the back-
log remaining unattended; and

- (c) the quantum of loss sustained by
the Railways since January, 1980 as a
result thereof?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS .AND IN
THE DEPARTMENT OF PARLIAMEN-
TARY AFFAIRS (SHRI MALLIKAR-
JUN): (a) 22,267 wagons as on 1-1-1980
and 28,255 wagons as on 31-3-1981
were inefTective (generally referred to
as sick) for periodical preventive and
breakdown repairs (including those
under or awaiting repairs in Work-
shops).

(b) The backlog in wagon repairs
was due to frequent stoppages of power
supplied to wagon repair workshops,
depots and sicklines etc.,, inadeduate
supply of vital materials required for
maintenance from trade. The increase
in the number of ineffective wagons is
due to planned segregation of all un-
loadable wagotns to undertake large
scale repairs on wagons affected by
corrosion in grder to make them fit for
loading of all commodities.

(c) Railways loaded 18.53 million
tonnes in January, 1981 as compared
to 17.12 miilion tonnes in January
1980, as such there has been no loss in
loading.
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