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Post oftlees, Telegraph Otllces aDd. 
Telephone Exchances In Ladakh 

2693. SHR1 P. NAMGY AL: Will the 
Minister of COMMUNICATIONS be 
pleased to state: 

(a) the total number of post offices, 
telegraph offices and telephone ex .. 
changes that exists in the Ladakh re-
gion of Jammu and Kashmir state; 

(b) what are the present criteria and 
norms of the P&T Department for 
openlna of new POSt ofllcee, telegraph 
oftlcea and telephone exchanges etc.: 

(c) whether the number of post om-
ces,' tele,:rapb oftices aDd telephone 
exchanges that exists in Ladakh region 
are suf1lcient to cope and cater with a 
population which is scattered over an 
inaccessible area of over 97 tODD sq. 
kilometers; 

(d) whether Govemment will con-
sider to relax the rules and norms as 
a special case to open more post offices, 
telegraph offices aod telephone ex-
changes in view of vastness =lnd inac-
cessibility of area and scattered popu-
lation; and 

. (e) if not, the reasons therefor? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS 
(SHRI KARTIK ORAON): (a) There 
are, at present, 68 post offices, 5 tele-
graph offices and 3 telephone exchan .. 
ges in Ladakh region. 

(b) The norms are set out in the 
Statements attached. 

(c) The number of post (lffices in 
Ladakh region are reported to be ad£'-
quate. The number of te e~ra h 

offices are, however, not sufficient. The 
telephone exchanges are opened on 
the basis of registered demand as set 
out in the norms. ' 

(d) and ( e): The policy of the De-
partment for opening post offices, tele .. 
graph offices and telephone exchanges 
in special areas is already a liberalis-
ed one. Ladakh region is also cover-
ed by these liberalised norms. 

statement-I 

A summa"l1 of the norms prescrib-
ed fo,. opening oj post offices in ru .. 
ral areas. 

The norms for opening of post offices 
in rural areas are as follows:-

Briefly, a post omce can l;e opeued 
In a village in rural areas provided: 

(I) the vmage is either the Head· 
quarter' of a Gram Panchayat 
or haa a mlDimum PoPUlat.ion 
of 2000 or more. 




