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(c) whether the World Bank is
giving any assistance in this sector;
and '

(d) if so, the detailg thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTRY OF COMMUNICA-
TIONS (SHRI KARTIK ORAON):
(a) and (b). Yes, Sir,

The Government of Norway had
gifted one 256 line electronic ex-
change which has already been ins-
talled, They have further offered aid
under their ‘Commodity Assistance
Programme’ for the import of small
rural electronic exchanges—three for
field trial one for software centre
and one for maintenance and their
centre, They have also offered eight
fellowships for training on these ex-
changeg in Norway,

The Government of Jupan have
agreed to provide Yen Credit for im-
port of 30,000 lines of local electro-
nic exchanges. But the utilisation of
such credit will depend on decision
which may be taken on global ten-
ders which are under serutiny at
present. *

(¢) and (d). Yes, Sir.

The World Bank under their 6th
Loan for telecommunications had
extended foreign exchange assistance
for the import of 15000 lines of
electronic trunk automatic equipment
and 10,400 lines of electronic telex
exchange equipment for installation
in the four metropolitan cities name-
Ly, Bombay, Delhi, Calcutta and
Madras, In the 7th Telecommuni-
cation Loan provision exists for im-
port of equipment for extension of
these electronic trunk automatic and
telex exchanges.

A further credit (8th), to be ex-
tended by the International Develop-
ment Association, has been appraised
by the World Bank group and has
recently been negotiated, The agree-
ment is likely to be signed in the

near future. Proposals to be financed
by this credit include foreign ex-
change expenditure on the following
items;

(i) Import of 100,000 lines of
electronic local exchanges of small
and medium size;

(ii) Expansion of the produc-
tion capacity of the ITI factory at
Palghat to produce 1.5 lakh lines
(equivalent) per annum of elec-
tronic digital trunk  automatic
exchanges, . private automatic
branch exchanges, and rural auto-
matic exchanges private automatic
exchange,

(iii) Import of 8000 lines of
digital trunk automatic exchanges
of the same type as will be pro-
duced at Phalghat,
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Maharashtra

1912, SHRI UTTAM RATHOD:
Will the Minister of COMMUNICA-
TIONS be pleased to state:

(a) whether there is g demand for
opening of PCOs at Potra, Ramesh-





