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and (b). The first stage of Expansion Pro-
gramme has been substantially complet-
ed. The implementation of the second
stage Expansion  Programme is under
active consideration of the Government.

Electrification of Railway lines in
Kerala & Tamilnadu

1463. PROF. P. J. KURIEN : Will the
Minister of RAILWAYS be plecased
to state :

(a) whether Government have received
any r.preseatation for the electrification
of railway lines in Kerala Tamilnadu ;

(b) if so, the decision taken thereon ;

(c) whether Government propose to
take steps to electrify these lines in view
of power availahility in Kerala ; and

(d) whether Government of Kerala
have offrred clectricity at low rates for
electrification of these lines ?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN IHE
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI
MALLIKARJUN) : (a) Yes .

(b) Trivellore-Arkonam, which is one
of the sections, for which representations
have been received, has been approved
and electrification works are already in

progress.

(c) and (d). The State Government
of Kerala has not offercd power at rates
cheapar than the normal industrial tariff,
which are applicable for high tension con-
sumers. Due to traffic density on routes
in Kerala being not sufficiently large at
present, there are no p oposals to take
electrification of these routes so far,

Dredger Konarak

1464. SHRI LAKSHMAN MALLICK
Will the Miinister of SHIPPING AND
TRANSPORT be pleased to state :

(a) whether Government are aware o!
the sinking of the Dredger Konarak at
Paradip Port in *he current year ;

(b) if so, the circumstances under which
the Dredger met such unusual accident;

(c) the psrsons responsible for it ;

(d) the steps taken by Government to
fix up the responsibility ; and
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(e) the arrangements made for conti-
nuos dredging of the channel in the
alsence of Konarak Dredger ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF SHIPPING AND
TRANSPORT (SHRI BUTTA SINGH )
(2) Yes, Sir, The Government is aware
that ‘Dredger Konarak’ grounded at
Puradip Port on 3oth August, 1980.

(h) to (d). White dredging on 35
11 :ters line South of centre line of entrance
channal, the Dredger had an accident and
went aground. An  enquiry under
Szction 359 of the Murchant Shppping
Act has been under taken. The causes
lzading to the shipping casualty and the
persons responsible threrefor wil be known

- after the report of pri'iminary enquiry is

avai'able.

(¢) The Dredging Corporation of India
has heen requested to continuous mainten-
rance dredging with the help of their
dredger.

Forbesganj-Siliguri line

1465. SHRI D. L. BAITHA : Will
the Minister of RAILWAYS plcased to
state :

(a) whether it is a fact that there is a
big earthen bundh having a height of
800 ft. from For besganj to Siliguri on the
Nepal Border of Purnea district of Bihar
State ;

(b) whether it is fact that it passes
through the arca which is a heavy jule
and paddy growing arca of Bihar ;

(c) whether it is a fact that the above
bandh  although constructed about
hundred years ago, stili cxists and is frec
from flood zone and any big river and
there is no problem ~f transfering inha-
bitants or acquisition of land if a rail line
is construcled linking Forbesganj Rail-
way Station in Bihar with Siliguri Raiway
Station in West Bengal ;

(d) whether it is a fact that the pro-
paIsed line would be a shorter route for
N.E. region and would be of strategic
importance as the existing lines connect-
ing N.E. region are all circuitous full of
bottlenecks and passtcs through flood-
pronc arca and mostly remains distrurbed;

(¢) whether Government propose to cons-
truct a new line as porposed above keeping
in view the above facts ; and

(f) if not, the resasons tberefor ?

TH#% DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI
MALLIKARJUN) : (a) to (e). No
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investigations have been carried out for
the proposed direct rail link betwecen For-
besganj and Siliguri in the past. Railways
are, therefore, not aware about the ear-
the bundh having a hcight of 800 fto
from Forbesganj to Siliguri on the Nepal
horder of Purnea District of Bihar, as well
as the terrain of the arca. No request hes
been received from *he Ministry of Defence
for construction of thc proposed link
on strategic cons deration. The proposed
link between Forbesganj and Siliguri in-
volves construction of a rew MG rail line
about 100 kms. long from Forbesganj to
Thakur ganj (as rail Iink between Thakur-
ganjand S'liguri already cxists) and would
cost about Rs. 12 crores or soat the  present
day construction costs. Duc to limited
financial resources which arc not ade-
quate even to piogress the schemnes already
in hand, it is not possible to undertake
cither survey or construction of this rail
link at present.

Indian Embassy Complex at
Islamabad

1466. SHRI V. KISHORE CHANDRA
S. DEO : Willthe Minsster of EXTER-
NAL AFFAIRS be plecased to state :

(a) Whetheritisafact thatthe Govern-
ment of India have decided to build a
Rs. 6 crores Indian Embassy complex in
Islamabad; and

(b) ifso, the details thereof ?

THE MINISTER OF EXTERNAL
AFFAIRS (SHRI P.V. NARASIMHA
RAO) : (a) Yes, Sir.

(b) Itwillconsistof:-1,A Chancery block
including Consular offices.

(2) Residence of the Ambassador ;
Residence for 13 Diplomatic officers and
65 Non-divlomatic officials including
Clags IB staff,

Coach Repair Factory at Palghat

1467. SHRI V.S. VIJAYARAGHVAN:
Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be
pleased to state :

(a) whether the Survey Report about
etting up the coach repair factory at Pal-
aht has been submitted to Government ;
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(b) whether any final decision has been
taken by Goverrment in thisregzid ;:1d

(c) if so, the details thereof ?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI
MALLIKARJUN) (a) and (b), No.

(¢) Docs not arise.
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