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1149. ·SHlUMATI KRISHNA 'SAHI: 
Will the Minister of ENERGY be 
pleased to state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that the 
percentage of installed thermal 
(including nucle.ar) capacity utilised, 
as measured by the plant load factor, 

. declined from 51.5 per cent in 1977~78 
to 48.6 per cent in 1978-79 and further 
to 45 per cent in 1979-80; 

(b) whether it is a fact that con-
sumption of coal. by power houses 
during 1979~80 amounted to 33.58 
million tonnes which was 14.2 per 
cent higher than the consumption of 
29.4 million tonnes in previous year 
and even then the increase in power 
generation was not commensurate 
with the increased consumption of 
coal; and 

(C) if the answer to above part 
(b) is in afRrmative, the factors res~ 
ponsible for decline in the capacity of 
installed thermal and non-increase in 
power generation despite heavy con-
sumption of coal? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN 
THE MINISTRY OF ENERGY (SHRI 
VIKRAM MAHAJAN): (a) The utili~ 
sation of installed generating capacity 
(thermal including nuclear) as mea-
sured by the . plant load factor for the 
years 1977~78, 1978-79 and 1979~80 is 
g:ven as under:-

Year Plant load tactor (%) 
---_._ .. _--_. __ --_ .. _ .--

1977-78 
197&-79 
1979 .. 80 

50.8 
48.4 
45.0 

(b) The consumption of coal by 
power houses during 1979-80 was 33.58 
million 'tonnes as against 30.52 million 
tonnes during 1978··79 representing an 
increase in consumption of the order 
of :} 0%. . :The generation from coal 
based pCM"er· stations during 1979-80 
was 48.9 billiOn units as against 44'.9 

aWion·,'unita d\U.ini li78-79,.present .. 
~g an increa!Jei of the order of 8.9%" 

. (c) The· higher coal cOnsumption 
is accounted for by the slight decline 
in the quality ·of coal received by the . 
thermal power station. 
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