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(c) the details of the scheme en-
vi~ed and from when it is likely to 
be introduced? ' . 

mE MINISTER OF STATE IN 
THE MINISTRY OF ENERGY 
(SHRI VI'KRAM MAHAJAN): (a) 

No, Sir. 

, n~ ) The coal is released to the 
actual consumers only against the 
sPQDsorship issued 'by 8 competent 
authority. However, since 1st 
Septem ber 19.80 keeping in view the 
increased availability of coal at the 
pitheads coal from certain indentifi-
ed collier ies is also beini released 
free of . allY restriction to all purchas-
ers. This scheme is on trial operation 
for a p~iod of three months only. 
The consumption of coal within the 
State is (~ontrolled by the respective 
State GO'i1ernment under .the powers 
vested in them under the Essential 
Commodi1is Act. 

FOreign collaboration to modernise 
coal mines 

1127. SHBI SATISH AGARWAL: 
S:HRI K. MALLANNA: 
Sl[RI JANARDHANA 

POOJARY: 

Will the Minister of ENERGY be 
pleased to state: 

(a) \vr,ether it is a fact that Gov-
ernment are proposing to import 
foreign t{'Chnology to modernise coal 
mines in the country; 

(b) if flO, whether offers have been 
sought from some foreign countries, 
if so, their names and the terms of 
the offers; 

(c) why it has not been possible 
to en trust the job of modernisation 
to Indian technocrats; and 

(d) whether any final decision in 
this regard has been taken? 

THE l\rrNISTEH OF STATE IN 
THE MI1;rISTRY OF ENERGY (SHRI 
VIKRAnl.t MAHAJ AN): (a) Yes, Sir. 

<'b) Government has received pro"''-
,~ frp~ ;Fr..Q.Ce, tlle .U,K., ,Poijuld, 
~Apan, ~e$t G~'r~ny, t~ U.$.S.R. 
and Romania. 

(c) and (d). Folieign technology 
for under-ground and open-cast 
mining is being sought only in such 
cases where the technological exper-
tise available within the country has 
not been adequate to deal with such 
problems. 

Import 01 L.P. Gal 

1128. SHRI ARVIND' NETAM: Will 
the ~nister of PETROLEUM, CHE-
MICALS AND FERTILIZERS be 
pleased to state: 

(a) whether it is a .fact that Gov-
ernment of India are considering to 
import L.P.G. {liquified petroleum. 
gas); and 

(b) if so, what are the details of 
the proposal under consideration? 

THE MINISTER OF PETROLEUM, 
CHEMICALS AND FERTILIZERS 
(SHRI P. C. SETHI): (a) and (b). 

Yes, Sir. During February-August, 
1980,-31000 tonnes of L.P.G. has been 
im ported. It is proposed to import 
some further quantities in the coming 
months. 

Delegation to Mexico tor import er 
crude 

1129. SoHRI ARVIND NETTAM: 
SHRI M. RAMGOPAL 

REDDY: 
SHRI HIRALAL R. PARMAR: 

Will the ·Minister of PETROLEUM, 
,CHEMICALS AND FERTILIZERS 
be pleased to state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that a high 
level team visited Mexico to get crude 
for India; and 

(b) if SO, what are the details 
thereo,f and the otcome of the said 
visit? 

THE MINISTER OF PETROLEUM, 
CHE:MICALS AND FERTILIZERS 
(SHRI, P. C. SETID): (a) Yes, Sir. 
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(rb) Mexico has agreed to supply 
1.5 million tonnes of crude oil during 
.1981. 
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Increase in Price of Newspapers 

1131. SHRI NAWAL KISHORE 
SHARMA: Win·- the Minister of IN-
FORMATION AND BROADCAST-
ING be pleased to state: 

(a) whether 
managements 
increased the 

it is a fact that 
of newspapers have 
prices of newspapers; 

(b) if so, the reasons and the consi-
derations for the increase; 

(c) whether Government have ex-
amined and ensured that. the rise in 
price of newspapers is justified; and 

(d) if not, what steps Government 
:propose to take in this respect? 

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE 
MINISTRY OF INFORMATION 
AND BROADCASTING (KUMAR! 
I\:UMUDBEN M. JOSHI): (a) Yes, 
Sir. 

(b) Newspapers have claimed that 
the increase is bee a use of higher 
production cost. 

(c) Constitutionally Government 
cannot force the newspapers to fix 
their prices. at fixed level. 

(d) Second Press Commi~ion is 
exp~ted to study this aspect and 
the Government would be able to 
formulate its views only after the 
receipt of the Report of the Second 
Press Commission. 

PIan to increase Coal Produetlon 

1133. SHRI K. A. RAJAN: 
SHRI CHINTAMANI PAN 1-

GRAHl: 
SHRI K. M. MADHUKAR: 
SHRI ARVIND NETAM: 

Will the Minister of ENERGY be 
pleased to state: 

(a) whether Government have 
drawn up a massive plan to increase 
the production of coal; 
a' 

(b) if so, the details Of the proposed 
plan; 

(c) whether any foreign assistance 
has been sought for this plan; ana 

(d) if so, the details thereof? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN 
THE l\1INISTRY OF ENERGY 
(SHRI VIKRAM MAHAJAN): (a) 
Yes, Sir. 

(b) Government intend'S to increa-
Se production from 103.93 million 
tonnes in 1979-80 to 165 million ton-
nes in 1984-85. 

(c) and ( d). The Coal India Ltd. 
has entered into agreemoots with Po-
land, the U.K" the USSR and France 
for assisting in various aspects of 
coal mining ind ustry. 




