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Regional Imbalance in Food Preoduc-
tion

932. SHRI RAM VILAS PASWAN:
SHRI JAGPAL SINGH:

Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE
be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government consider
that increase in the production of food-
grains achieved during the years has
been uniformly spread all over the
States;

(b) if not, to what extent there has
been regional imbalances on food front
and what are the main reasons for
these imbalances; and

(c) the steps taken or proposed to
be taken to remove these imbalances?
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THE MINISTER QF STATE LN THE
MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRI R. V. SWAMINATHAN): (a)
No, Sir.

(b) The rate of increase in the
production of foodgrainsg has not been
uniform for all States. The annual
growth rates (compound) for food-
grains production between the trien-
nia ending 1970-71 and 1978-79 in the
States of Punjab, Haryana, Mahara-
shtra, Andhra Pradesh, Gujarat and
Rajasthan have been of the order of
2.73 per cent or abowve, in the Stades
of Bihar, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu and
Uttar Pradesh in the range of 2.15 to
2.29 per cent and for the remaining
States below these levels. The main
reasons for the imbalances arise from
several factors including conditions
of soil and climate, water availability,
the extent of development of infra-
structural facilities, the levels of in-
puts uses, institutional arrangements
and the technology available in res-
pect of crops grown in the area etc.

(c) Under the successive plans,
efforts are being made to promote,
development of i1rrigation, soil con-
servation, development arrangements,
for agricultural extension, training
and education, research for evolving
improveq technology for various crops
and agro-climatic conditions, facilitate
increased use of inputs like
quality seeds, fertilisers,  pesti-
cides, etc., to improve insti-
tutional arrangements and expanding
infra-structural facilities to meet far-
mers’ needs. Also, a number of Spe-
cial Development Programmes, e.g.,
SFDA, Integrated Tribal Development
Projects, DPAP, Programmes for De-
sert Development and Hill Areas ctc.,
are being taken up for improving the
levels of production in the wunder-
privileged areas and facilitating higher
production by weaker sections of the
agricultural population. Apart from
these, Food-for-work Programme is
also being implemented to accelerate
the pace of agricultural development
in the ecologically hindicapped regions
and to benefit the weaker sections of
the community. Similar objectives
are set under the schemes being im-
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plemented in the context of Integrated
Rural Development Programme

'_l\uk Force foF Aid from UNICEF for
Rural Kecondtruction

933 SHRI A. T. PATIL: Will the
Minister of RURAL RECONSTRUC-
TION be plédséd to sfate the projects
and proposals recommended by the
Pask Force for assistance from
UNICEF in the field of rural recons-
truction in different States for the
period 1981-83?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHR] BALESHWAR RAM): The
Task Force appointed by the Govern-
ment of India to asuggest the ap-
proach for the UNICEF assisted coun-
try programme for the period 1981-83,
in the rural development sector, has
recommended the followinz approach
and proposals:—

The basic approach to the prograrm-
me suggested is to provide a set of
basic services in selected integrated
rural development blocks, to accelerate
the progress of economic development
progammes and to secure enduring re-
sults in the fields of mother and child
care. The specific objectives are to
bring down the infant mortality and
their morbidity by a specifted date, in-
crease in the litéracy rate for girls and'
women and to reduce death rate due
to diarrhoeal diseases and mal-nutri-
tion, by a specific percentage. The
basic services recommended to be pro-
vided in the project areas are, supply
of safe drinking water, non-formal
education, applied nutrition activities,
basic health services, environmental
sanitation, pre-school education, child
care centres, village technology and
income-generating activities.

The Task Force has suggested the
implementation of a programme in
some of the Integrated rural develop-
ment programme districts, selected on
the basis of the backwardness of the
districts, to be determined by the rate
of female literacy; infant mortality
rate; pre-ponderence of child- popula-

tion in the age group of 0-6; and back=-
wardness of the area, geographically,
economically and socially. The fumbéy
of districts to be allocated to each
state will also be determined b
backwardness of the states in terms
above mentioned criteria.
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