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A new acbeme for the educated 
unemldoyed belaneina to the rural 
famUiaa not below the poverty line 
haa been prepared and submitted to 
the Plamlina Commission. Planning 
Commission baa. in turn, set up a 
Working Group to examine the sub-
Ject in full dMa.il. Recommendations 
of the Working Group are awaited. 
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869. SHR M. V. CHANDRASHE-
KARA MURTHY: Will the Minister 
of AGRICULTURE be pleased to state: 

(a) whether the farmer are facing 
acute shortage of fertilizers in the 
country at present; 

(b) if so, whether the cost of ferti-
lizers has also affected the fanners te 
the greater extent; 

(c) whether the movement of ferti-
lizers has also become more difficult 
due to the shortage of railway wacone; 

(d) if so, whether his ministry have 
made any arrangements to see that the 
movement of fertilizers to the farmers 
are made in a priority basis; 

(e) if so, to what extent his Minis-. 
try have succeeded; 

(f) whether it was also decided that 
th~ tran«portation of fertilizers be 
made through !ea; and 

(g) it !O, to what extent it succeed-
ed? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN 
THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE 
(SHRI R. V. SWAMINATHAN): (a) 
No. Sir. 

(b) The cost of fertiliser does not 
appear to have affected the farmers 
to any significant extent as the Gov-
ernment has decided to fully compen-
sate the farmers through suitable in-
crease in support/procurement prices 
of crops. 

(c) to (g). There are some difficul-
ties in moving fertilisers through rail 
because of shortage of railway wa-
gons. However, a number of steps 
have been taken to overcome this 
constraint. Some of them are move-
ment ot fertiliser in block rakes to 
improve the turn round of railway 
wagons; delivery of fertilisers through 
rakes at single point destination, 
supplementary road movement whpre-
ever feasible, limited coastal move-. 
ment as per requirements etc. The 




