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Market price of Jute Rule Below
Minimum Price

4675. SHR] SOMNATH CHATTER-
JEE: Wil} the Minister of COM-
MERCE be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government are aware
that market prices of cotton rule well
above the minimum support prices
while the market prices of raw jute
rule below the minimum support
prices because the jute farmers are
poor and disorganised; and

(b) if so, what steps have been
taken to come to the help of the poor

raw jute growers?

THE MINISTER OF COMMERCE
AND STEEL AND MINES (SHRI
PRANAB MUKHERJEE): (a) Market
prices of raw jute have been depres-
sed because of bumper crops for three
successive years both in India and

abroad.

(b) Jute Corporation of India has
procured nearly 8 lakh bales of raw
jute, a large part directly from
farmers. To build up additional
market pressure, statutory orders
thave been issued directing mills,
to build up 16 weeks’ inventory of
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