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234. SHRI K. MALLANNA: Will 
the Minister Of INFORMATION AND 
BROADCASTING be pleased to 
state: 

(a) whether Government are tak-
ing steps to encourage public and 
pnvate sector organisations to take 
up sponsored programmes on telc· 
vision to help the opening up of a 
second channel; 

(b) whether Government helve 
accepted the proposal to increase the 
('C'mmercial content in T.V. prograln-
me; 

(c) if so, the details thereof; an,,1 

(d) whether Government have 
sought foreign Government's callabo-
ration in the field of colour te~e­
vision? 

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE 
MINISTRY OF INFORMATION AND 
BROADCASTING KUMAR! KUIVTU-
DBEN JOSHI): (a) Some proposals 
for the production of programmes by 
putlic and private sector organIsa-
tions for sponsorship on TV have beet"} 
recei ved. The&a are belng: conS1-
dered. The question of opening a 
second channel is not necessarIly 
linke1 with tel'~ast of sponsord 
programmes. 

(b) and (c). The commercials are ac-
cepted keeping in view the availabi-
llty of required facilities, studio titn'C, 
and equipment etc. Due to cons-
traints on each T. V. Centre's pro. 
duction carpacity, it is not possible to 
increase the commercial cont~t for 
the present. Efforts are, however be-
ing made to augment the extsting fad .. 
liue" at TV centres so that more com-
mercials could be accepted. 

(d) NO, Sir. 

FiDaGcl&1 and oUaer CoQUlU*-ent,. OIl 
ProdUction of a Film on «GandhUl' 
235. DR. VASA NT KUMAR PAN-

DIT: 
SHRI SATYANARAYAl'l 

JATIYA: 
SlfRI C. CHINNASWAMY: 
SHRl S. B. SIDNAL: 

Will the Minist~r of INFORMA-
TIO.N AND BROADCASTING be 
pleased to state: 

(a) whether Government have 
finally f-,ermitted a foreign ploducer, 
Sir Richard Attenborough to prod,lce 
a historical film on the life of Maha-
tma Gandhi-the Father of the 
~ation; 

(b) if so, the final commitments 
\\ Ith regard to 0) financial commit-
ments, (ii) Loans (iii) Commissions, 
(IV) contributions' fro.tr' Indian pub-
hc sector, film producers' organisa-
tIons, private banking, institutions 
ClC.; 

(c) the financial involvement and 
commitment of the foreign currency 
l~ producing the above Film; 

(d) 'w'hat other rights, condit:cns 
Llud counter checks have been agrf'e:!. 
to authenticate the life 01 Maha1;rn,l 
tiandhi; 

(e) what liberty or latitude in 
twistIng the history or personalities or 
~) vent-:; of Mahatma Gandhi on hIsto-
rIcal facts has been a Howed to LorJ 
Attenborough in the production c)f 
the abOVe film; and 

(f) whether Government are awa"e 
of very strong criticism and oPP<'Sl-
tIOn by Gandhian'5, historians, lit(-
rary persons etc. to this movp? 

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN T.'HE 
MINISTRY OF INFORMATION .. ",-ND 
BROADCASTING (KUMARI KUMU .. 
DBEN M. JOSHI): (a) Yes, Sir. 

(b) Financial participation by India 
in the production will be limited to 
Rs. 5 crores; with a possible overcall 




