219 Written Answers

Food Corporation of India Foodgrains
Stolen from train Transporting from
Punjab to Delhi

3877. SHRI S. M. KRISHNA: will
the Minister of AGRICULTURE be
pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that food-
grains worth several lakhs of rupees
were recently stolen from the speciai
goods train transporting Food Corpora-
tion of India consignments from
Punjab to Delhi;

(b) if so, the amount of wheat sto-
len and whether any investigatioi
has been made into the modus opera-
ndi of the theft; if so, its outcome;
and

(¢) the steps which government pro-
pose to take to prevent such thefts in
transit?

THE MINISTER OF STATE 1IN THE
MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND
RURAI. RECONSTRUCTION (SHR1
R. V. SWAMINATHAN): (a) Two
special trains loaded with wheat book-
ed ex-Patti, Roopnagar/Korali in
Punjab were received on 3rd and 4ih
November, 1980 at Sabzi Mandi rail-
way  station, Deihi with  abnormal
shortage of complete bags as well as
partial shortage in certain bags.

(b) In all the total shoriage in both
these trains was about 1485 quintals
The investigations to pin point cause
of the shortage are in progress. Res-
ponsibility for the shortage will te
duly fixed and necessary action will be
tuken on completion of the enquiry.

(¢) The matter has already been ve-
ported to the loading agency—“MAR-
KFED"” Punjab—as well as +he con-
cerned Food Corporation of India
authorities. They have been asked
to go into the matter and take effec-
tive steps against recurrence of such
shortage in future.
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