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Production of Caustic Soda

3142, SHRI MADHAV  RAO
SCINDIA: Will thee Minister of
PETROLEUM, CHEMICALS AND
FERTILIZERS be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that a large
number of industrial licence for caus-
tic soda are not being implemented
or are being under utilised;

(b) if go, the extent of licenseq pro-
duction capacity which remains un-
utilised, indicating the total licensed
capacity and actual production during
1979-80 and the half-year ending Sep-
tember, 1980;

(c) the reasons for non-implemen-
tation of licences; and

(d) the steps taken and being taken
to ensure capacity production of
caustic soda? - )

THE MINISTER OF PETROLEUM,
CHEMICALS AND FERTILIZERS
(SHRI P. ¢, SETHI): (a) (i) All the
six industrial licences for Caustic
Soda, with a total capacity of 1,41,100
tonnes per annum are at different
stages of implementation.

(ii) Due to power shortages the
utilisation of installeg capacity was
only 72 per cent during the year 1979
80 ang 74 per cent during April-Sep-
tember, 1880-81.

(b) There are 33 units engaged in
the manufacture of Caustic Soda with
an gnnual installed capacity of
7,685,994 tonnes. The actual produc-
tion of Caustic Soda during the year
1979-80 was 549,662 tonnes and
during the half-year April to Sep-
tember 1980, 2,82,841 tonnes.

(c¢) Doeg not arise.

(d) Government are taking steps to
improve the power availability,
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which would improve the capacity
utilisation, Further, the Government
are also encouraging the use o¢ metal
anodes instead of graphite anodes
which would economise -power con-
sumption anq therehy increase capa-
city utilisation,
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