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taken to improve the punctuality ~rfor
mance of pauenger tralnJ on the Sealdah-
Jtanaghat-Lalgola Section under tht-
Sealdah Division of the Eastern Railway ? 

THE DEPUrY MINISTER IN THE 
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS Al\1) IN 
"niE DEPARTMENT OF PARLIA-
MENTARY AFFAIRS (SHRI 
MALLIKARJUN) : The punctuality 
of paaenger carrying trains on the 
Sealdah-Ranaghat-Lalgola Section is 
being kept under watch. Jrutructions 
have been issued to '"I take sevr1e 
action against staff found responsible in 
case of avoidable dettn tior.s. Liai.u n is 
allo bdng maintained with the State 
Government to control the heavy incidence 
of alarm chain pul'ing and disconnection of 
hose-pipes by miscreants. 
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~~. SHRI JYOTIMOY BOSU : 
Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be 
pleated to state : 

{a) how further the recommendations 
.r the Public Accounts Committeeof 

Parliament in ngard to the np . .naicn ad 
improve~nt · of railway communication 
facilities in the back .. .,.'-rd ;;r.d hilly rcgicns 
of the country, h4 ... ·e l:efn impl(m<nt<d 
and 

(b) whether !k>vernment is satisfied 
with the progress ? 

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE. 
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS AND IN 
TilE DEPARTMENT OF PAMLIA-
MEI\"TARY AFFAIRS {SHRI MALLI-
KARJAN) :(a) and (b). As a follow-up 
action on the rf'commn.d.-,ti< r.s of the 
Public Accounts Committee cuntaiud in 
their 19JSt report for 1975-76 (Paras I· I I 
and I· 14) , a National Transport policy 
Committee was appoint<'d by the Planning 
Conuni~ion in April 1978 to evolve a 
comprehensive national transrort t:oliqr 
tailored to meet the plan prioritit:s in the 
country. One of the six working group 
constituted by the NTPC was a!ked to 
make an in-depth analysis of the policy 
of construction of nlw lines and suggest 
riteri.a in respect of st:ch lit~t s irch air g 
developmental and unrcmur.f rati\"e lir.rs 
as cannot be justified on purely financial 
consideration. Bas('d on th<' r('port of the 
working groups, the NTPC has finalised its 
delilx-rations and submitted its report to 
the Planning Commission in May, 1 98o. 
The recommendations of the I\TPC are 
being processt'd by the Plannir.g Commis-
sion in consultation with the ccmct t1 ed 
Ministers of the gov('rnment of India .. 
Due consid<:>ration will b<:> given for cons-
truction of new lines in backward and hilly 
areas in the light of the acc("pted recom-
mendations of the NTPC. 
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Ambaguda-Lanjigarh Road Line 

24H· SHR.I R\'iABEHARI 
BEH ~It\ : Will the ~!inister of RAIL-
WAYS be pleased to state : 

(a) whether the survey work of Amba-
gud:~.-L~njigarh Road Railway has been 
completed ; 

(b) if not, when it is to be completed ; 
and 

(c) the steps which government have 
taken in this regard so far ? 

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE 
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS AND IN 
THE DEP.-\RT.\fE~T OF P ARLIA-
MENTARY AFFAIRS (SHKI ~iALLIK

A ~JU.'f): ("l) Yes. C:>st-cum-feasibility 
survey for the proposed line from Lan iigarh 
Road to Ambaguda (199· 5 kms.) was 
carried out in 1 g65-66 and at the rates 
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prt'vaknt then, was estimated to cost 
R<~. 16· 31 crort"s. It was estimate-d that 
the proposC"d investment in the new line 
would yield a return of3· 3~·~ in the sixth 
year of opening of the line. Since- there 
wt"re no firm commitments for setting up 
a stt"el plant or other industry in tht" area 
served by the project line, and in vit"W of 
con~traint of resources, construction of the 
new line was not sanctioned. 

(b) and (c). The question of taking 
up a freo;h survey for Ambaguda to Lanji-
garh has been examinrd rt"ct"ntly. In the 
crmtext of the proposed 3 lakh tonnes 
Alumina Plant to be installed at Daman-
jodi near Koraput in Orissa, a preliminary 
f"ngineering-cum-traffic survey for Kora-
put-Salur/Parvatipuram/Rayagada is be-
ing carried out by Mfs Rail India Techni-
cal and Economic Servict"s and is expected 
to be completed by December, 1980. The 
survey now in progress is for a new railway 
line to be laid for connecting a suitable 
station on the existing Kottavalasa-Kiran-
dulline at the ont" end and Raipur-Vi zian-
agare rail link at the other end and will 
serve the needs of the area which the 
Hon'ble .Member has referred in this 
question. 

Deaths due to Malaria and Typhoid 

2445. SHRI AMAR ROY PRADHA..""'i: 
\Vill the Minister ofHEALTH AND 
FAMILY 'WELFARE be pleased to state: 

(a) the number of deaths due to 
malaria and typhoid deseases in the coun-
try till September, 1g8o, and 

(b) t'1e action taken by Government 
to check further deaths ? 




