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THE MINISTER OF STATE IN 
THE MINISTRY OF COMMUNICA-
TIONS (SHRI KARTIK OMON): 
(a) There are 8 telephone exchanges 
in Cooch-Behar District with 838 
working connections and a waiting 
list of 28. 

(b) and (c). About 30 new con-
nections may be provided by March, 
1981, 15 at Cooch-Behar and rest in 
other exchanges. 
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Relier to Fishing Industry 

1908. SHRI DAULAT SINHJI JA-
DEJA: Will the Minister of AGRI-
CULTURE be pleased to state: 

(a) whether in view of the prevail-
ing depression in fishing Industry, 
what relief Government propoSe to 
&rant to fishing industry; 
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(b) since oil price has risen by 50 
per cent recently whether Govern-
ment have taken note of various re-
presentations made for relief; and 

Cc) if so, what are the details of 
relief or assistance since the oil price 
rise? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN 
THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE 
AND RECONSTRUCTION (SHRI 
R. V. sWAMINATHAN): (a) There 
is no depression in the fishing industry 
as a whole. 

(b) Yes, Sir. 

(c) The representations are being 
examined in consultation with the 
concerned Ministries. 

Cross bar telephones and switching 
equipment and their manufacture 

1909. SHRI R. K. MHALG I: Will 
the 1Vfinister of COMMUNICATIONS 
be pIc 1~cd to state: 

(a) whether Governments attention 
has bee~ drawn to a report in the 
Times of India dated September ~2, 
1980 that the Indian Telephone Indus-
tries and the Telecommunications Re-
search Centre have completely l'e-de-
signed cross-bar telephones, switching 
equipment for the manufacture ()f 
which foreign offers froIr.. Sweden, etc. 
have also come; 

(b) if so, the facts in this regard 
and whether the idea of foreIgn col-
laboration has been given up; and 

(c) how much of foreign exchange 
is likely to be saved? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN 
THE MINISTRY OF COMMUNICA-
TIONS (SHRI KARTIK ORAON): 
(a) and (b). The attention of the 
Government has been drawn to the 
report in the Ti'mes of India dated 
September 22, 1980. The Indian Cross-
bar Project Group, consisting of re-
presentatives from Indian Telephone 
Industries and Telecommunications 
Research Centre of P&T Department 

Was set up far the develGpBaent of an 
iDd1(renous crossbar telepbone syatem 
by extensive re-designin, of the im-
ported Pentaeonta system, to make it 
suitable for Indian conditions. Messrs. 
L. M. Ericsson of Sweden and two 
Japanese firms had submitted tenders 
and Messrs. Indian Telephone Indus-
tries Ltd. of Bangalore had submitted 
a proposal for setting up the proposed 
crossbar switching equipment factory 
at Rae Bareli. The Government have, 
after careful consideration of the fore-
ign tenders and the proposal of ITI 
Ltd., decided in favour of adopting 
the Indian Crossbar Project system 
offered by Indian Telephone Indus-
tries Ltd., for manufacture at Rae 
Bareli factory. For this purpose, IT! 
Ltd. will have a limited collaboration 
with Messrs. BTM Ltd. of Belgium. 
But no payment will have to be 
made for transfer of knowhow. 

(c) The annual foreign exchang~ 
saving by adopting the indigenously 
developed Indian Crossbar Project 
System is estimated to range from 
Rs. 5.6 crores to Rs. 7.3 Cfores per 
vear after reaching full production. 

Telephone Advisory Committee in 
Punjab 

1910 SHRI L. S. TUR: Will the 
Minister of COMMUNICATIONS be 
pleased to state: 

(a) whether the Telepnone Advi-
sory Committees have been constitu-
ted; 

(b) if not, when these will be con-
stituted; 

(c) whether due representation will 
be given to all political parties; and 

(d) if not, the reasons therefor? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN 
THE MINISTRY OF COMMUNICA-
TIONS (SHRI KARTIK ORAON) : 
(a) No Telephone Advisory Commit-
tee of Punjab has so far been form .. 
ed. 




