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(d) it so, steps taken thereon?

THE MINISTER OF COMMUNICA-
TIONS (SHRI C. M, STEPHEN): (a)
and (b). There are 10 Blocks in Dhan-
bad District of these 4 Blocks are
having interdialling between them
through the Auto Exchanges at Dhan-
bad, Sinidih Jharia, Longabad and
Katragarh, The other except
Chandan Keyari Block are rferved by
Telephone Exchanges connected by
manual trunk lines.

(¢) and (d). Chandan Keyari Block
has at present no telephone facility,
but a long distance Public Telephone
has been planned for the Block,
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Nutrition Programme In MP,

2387, SHRI MADHAV RAO
SCINDIA: Will the Minister of SO-
CIAL. WELFARE be pleased to state:

Written Answers 158

(a) the progress of the Central
sponsored scheme for Nutrition pro-
gramme in Madhya Pradesh till
March, 1980; and

(b) the total amount spent on the
scheme and results achieved till the

period?

THE MINISTER OF EDUCATION
AND HEALTH AND SOCIAL WEL-
FARE (SHRI B. SHANKARANAND):
(a) and (b). There is no Centrally
sponsored scheme for Nutrition Pro-
gramme in Madhya Pradesh as such,
However, under the scheme of ‘Food
for Nutrition’ being implemented in
drought affected areas, supplementary
nutrition is provided to the most
vulnerable sections of population viz.
children below 6 years of age, nursing
mothers, the old, infirm, destitutes
and handicapped persons. The Gov-
ernment of India have allotted to
Madhya Pradesh 20,000 metric tonnes
of foodgrains (rice and wheat) free
of cost for utilization upto 30th Sep-
tember, 1880, 'The State Government
is expected to bear the incidental
expenses, and is directly responsible
for implementing the programme, The
scheme envisageg coverage of appro-
ximately 13.30 lakhs of beneficiaries
in the drought hit districts of the
State., By the end of March, 1980,
1042, 15 MT of foodgraing had been
released by the F.CI. to the State
and the Government of India met
the cost of foodgraing amounting to
nearly Rs. 14 lakhs,
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