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THE MINIS'l'ER OF COMMERCE 
Be STEEL AND MINES (StiRI PRA-
NAB ~UKHEBJEE): (a) tq (c). A 
dclc:,gatioA led by 11. ~. Mr. ~eza ~a4r' 
Minister of Commerce of die !slanuc 
Republic of Iran visited India earlier 
this month. Tbe discussions witll 
the visiting ~ele~ation r~ate<l to 
trade and economic cooperation. Some 
possIble areas of co-operatiQn bet-
ween the two countries in the fields 
of trade, industry, shipping, trans-
port and railways, agriculture and 
planning and science and technology 
were identified. A decision was also 
taken to constitute a Committee on 
Trade which, in terms of the Trade 
Agreement of 1974, would meet at 
appropriate levels alternatively at 
Tehran and New Delhi. 

Liberalisation of Aviation Policy 

2273 SHRI LAKSHMAN MAL-
LICK: . Will the Minister of TOURISM 
AND CIVIL AVIATION be pleased 
to state: 

(a) whether there is any proposal 
under Government's consideration to 
liberalise the aviation policy; and 

(b) if so, what are the details 
thereof? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN 
THE MINISTRY OF TOURISM AND 
CIVIL AV!ATJON (SHRI CHANDU .. 
LAL CHANDRAKAR): (a) and (b). 
Government are .considering as to 
how the aviation policy should be 
modified to meet the target of tourism 
arrivals. The details will be known 
after Government takes a decision on 
the subject. 

PnRIlOtion of Domestic Youth Tourism 

22'74. SHRI LAKSHMAN MAL-
LICK: Will the Minister of TOURISM 
AND CIVIL AVIATION be pleased 
to state: 

(a) whether Government propose 
to build a fllnd to promofe domestic 

'youth tourism; and 
I 

(b) it so. what are the details in 
this regard? 
857 LS-7. 

THE MINIS'I'Elt OF STAtE IN 
THE MINISTRY OF TOU:FU~ AND 
CIVIL AVIATION (SHRI CHANDU-
LAL Ca4NDfu\KA!t): (.) aDd (b). 
The Government ha~ BQ ~roP9S'8l 
under its consla C1 d tion to lbuild a 
fund P2T se to promote dQmestic youth 
tottrism the Cenftal DepArtment of 
Towt'isM, however, has constructed a 
chain of 16 )'1Outh hostels in the c"lli~ 
try to promote youth travel. One 
youth hostel is under con~truction 
and sanction for another one was 
issue during 1979-8(). 

The Central Department of Tourism 
also offers through its Institute ot 
Skiing and Mountaineering at Gul-
margo courses in winter skiing and 
water skiing in summer to our youth 
whereby youth travel is combined 
with the promotion or recreational 
actIVItIes. It has also assIsted finan-
cially and through the loan of ser-
vices, free of charge, of ski instruc-
tors in the organisation of various 
trekking programmes for our youth. 
The Central Government also gives 
an annual grant-in-aid to the Youth 
Hostels Association of India whiCh pro-
motes youth tourism. Thus, without 
ha ving a specific fund for promoting 
youth tourism, a number of program-
mes have been initiated by the Cen-
tral Department of Tourism to pro-
mote d Otnestic youth tourism. 
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Third Airline to cover Gangtok-Cal-
cutta and Cooch-Behar-Calcutta 

routes 

2276. SHRI AMAR ROYFRA-
DHAN: Will the Minister of TOUR-
ISM i\ND CIVIL AVIATION be 
pleased to state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that Third 
Airlines with small Aircraft i.e. Air-
taxis is going to be operated very 
soon; and 

(h) whether Gangtok-Calcutta and 
Coorh-Behar-CHlcutta routes would be 
covered by the Third Airlines? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN 
THE MINISTRY OF TOURISM AND 
CIVIL AVIATION (SHRI CHANDU-
LAL CHANDRAKAR): (a) The 
general questions of operation of 
third level air service and Air taxi 
service are under consideration of 
Government, and a decision is likely 
to be taken shortly. 

(b ) No decision has so far been 
taken on the subject. 

Decision on purchasing Dollars, Marks 
and Yen in open market 

2277. SHRI AMAR ROYPRADHAN: 
Will the Minister of FINANCE be 
pleased to state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that the 
Government of India have decIded to 
buy dollars, marks and yen in open 
market; and 

(b) if so, the details thereof and 
the quantity of foreign currency so 
far purchased by the Government of 
India? 

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE 
MINISTRY OF FINANCE (SHRI 
MAGANBHAI BAROT): (a) and (b) 
Presur.nably, the Hon'ble Member is 
referring to the recent change in the 
method adopted by the Reserve Bank 
of India for working out its buying 
rates for U.S. dollars, Deutche Marks 
and Japanese Yen. 

2. The Reserve Bank, with effect 
from June 2, 1980, has been buying 
from authorised dealers US dolla.rs, 
Deutche Marks and Japanese Yen, 
both spot and forward, at rates based 
on the latest rates and trends prevail-
ing in the international foreign 
exchange markets as against the 
earlier procedure under which the 
Reserve Bank purchased these cur-
rencies at rates based on the closing 
rates i~ the London market on the 
previou~ working day, coupled with 
Reserve Bank's rate for pound Ster-
ling. 

3. The details of foreign currency 
an1ountr; purchased' by the Reserve 
Bank of India from the authorised 
dealers since 2nd June, 1980 to 20th 
June. 1980 Oatest available) are 
eiven below: 

Pound sterling &. 150.03 crores 

U.S. dollars Rs. 51.71 crores 

Deutche Mark Rs. 
Japanese Yen 

2.57 crores 
Nil 




