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Opening of Post Offices in Backward
Areas

1671. SHRI MANPHOOL SINGH
CHAUDHARY: Will the Minister of
COMMUNICATIONS be pleasedq to
state:

(a) whether it is a fact that stipu-
lations for opening post offices in
backward areas have been liberalised;
and

(b) if so, the details thereof?
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THE MINISTER OF COMMUNI-
CATIONS (SHRI C. M. STEPHEN):
(a) Yes, Sir. The norms for opening
of post offices in rural areas includ-
ing hilly, backward and tribal areas
were revised with effect from 28-8-78.

(b) The revised norms in respect
of backward areas which are the
same as for hilly and tribal areas are
indicated in the statement attached.

Statement

Normg for opening of post offices in
backward areas:

Post Offices to be opened in rural
areag have been classified into two
main categories: —

1. Post Offices in normal rural
areas; and

2. Post Offices in hilly, tribal and
backward areas.

Norms for post offices in hilly, tribal
and backward areas are as follows:

(i) Post Offices in gram panchayat
villages may be opened subject to the
following conditions:

(a) There is no other post office
within the radius of 3 kms. from
the proposed post office and

(b) the proposed post office is
expected 10 yield income to the ex-
tent of at least 10 per cent of its
estimated cost.

(ii) Post Offices in non-grampan-
chayat villages may be opened sub-
ject to the following conditions: —

(a) The village should have a
population of 1,000 or more; or the
population of a cluster of villages
within a radius of 1.5 kms. should
be 1,000 or more.

(b) There should not be another
post office within the radiug of 3

kms. from the proposed post oﬁ‘lce,
and





