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Late Running of Traing

2080. SHRI SATYAGOPAL MISHRA

Wil] the Minister of RAILWAYS be
pleased to state:

(a) whether Government are aware
that the late running of trains has be-
come a regular feature of the Indian
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Railways in recent times, particularly
since the present Government has
come into power; and

(b) the proposalg of Government to
regularise the railway system of our
country?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI
MALLIKARJUN): (a) The punctualily
performance of Mail/Express trains
‘Not losing time’ which was abcut 34.0
per cent by end of 1979, had improved
to around 90.0 per cent during the
menth of March, 1980. Punctuality of
trains during April and May, 1980 bas
been slightly affected due to increased
incidences of alarm chain pulling, misc-
reant actlvmes’ public demonstrations,
accidents, excessive summer heat and
water shortage in many parts of the
country aggravated by the power shor-
tage In addition, there are detentions
nlso caused by reasons which are with-
in the control of the Railways, such as,
engine failure signal failure/defects,
and other cperating failures.

(b) The Railways have been asxed
to pay special atteniion to the punc-
tual running of traing and arrange for
day-to-day monitoring of important
Mail/Express trains not only at the
field level, but aiso al the Zonal head
Quarters level. Avoidable detentions
are laken up immediately and reme-
dial/punitive gction taken to improve
the running of trains. General Mana-
gers have galso been instructed that
slackness of staff in this matter should
be dealt with firmly and promptly.
Liaison is also being maintained with
the concerned State '‘Government to
check the incidence of alarm chain pul-
ling and dis-connection of hose-pipes by
miscreants.

Visit of Forelgn Dignatoriey

2081. SHRI AHMED M. PATEL:
Will the Minister of EXTERNAL
AFFAIRS be pleased to state:

(a) the number of foreign digna-
torieg|delegations who visited Indja
during the last 3 monthe; and





