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THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI
MALLIKARJUN): (a) to (c) The
question of updating the earlier traffic
survey for conversion of Purulia-
Kotshila narrow gauge line into BG
is under the active consideration of the
Ministry of Railways.

Strike in Cochin Port

5427. SHRIMATI PRAMILA DAN-
DAVATE: Will the Minister of SEIP-
PING AND TRANSPORT be pleased
to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that theie
is strike in the Cochin Port;

(b) if so. whether it has complete-
ly stopped all activities in the strike
bound Cochin Port;

(c) the details thereof; and

(d) what steps have been taken to
restore normalcy and stop further
erosion of economy?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTRY OF SHIPPING AND
TRANSPORT (SHRI BUTA SINGH):
(a) to (c) About 200 Executive Staff
of Porterage Sectlon of the Cochin
Porty Trust resorted to a strike from
15 June, 1980 to press a demand for
abolition of roster off system and
fixation of Sunday as permanent week.
ly day of rest. The strike affected
cargo handling operations in general
cargo ships, as a result of which ship-
ment of export cargo like tea, cashew
kernels, etc. was held up. Cargo
handling operationg in bulk cargo
shipg were not affected. Vessels car-
rying POL were also being operated.

(d) On an appeal made by the Min-
ister of Shipping and Transport the
strike was withdrawn on 13th July,
1980,
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