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Bltaar Government's DeeI8Ion OD 
Urdu 

4999 SHRI HARI NATH MISHRA: 
Will the Minister of EDUCATION be 
pleased ttJ state: 

(a) whether Government's atten-
tion has been drawn to the situation 
arising out of Bihar Government's 
decision to declare Urdu as the 
.second official language in some of 
the Maithili speaking districts of 
Bihar; 

(b) if so. whether State Govern-
ment had sought the advice of the 
Central ·Government in the matter; 

(c) has the Union Government 
spell out its stand On the develop-
men t of the regional languaies and 
re1ated issues; and 

(d) if so, what and if not, why 
not? 

THE MINISTER OF EDUCATION 
AND HEALTH AND SOCIAL WEL-
FARE (SHRI B. SHANKARANAND): 
(a) According to the newspaper re-
ports the Bihar Government has ·)e-
cided to declare Urdu as a second offI-
cial languages in six districts of Bihar, 
namely, Sitamarhi, Madhubani, Dar-
bhanga, Katihar, PUrnea and BhaSital-
pur. 

(b) NQ Sir. 

(C) and (d). The Policy of the 
GovernInent of India is to promote 
all Indian languages and to provide 
facilities for their development. The 
llarliamentary Resolution On Langu-
age Policy, adopted in 1968, urges the 
Government to take effective steps 
for the development Of modern Indian 
languages: alongside Hindi "So that 
they grow rapidly in richness and be-
"C{)Dl.e ettective means of communicat. 
ing modern knowledge." 

There bas been no change in the 
'Position. The Draft National Policy 
ltesolution (1979) envisages that ihe 

medium of instruction at all stapl 
shall be the regional language ~ 
at primary stage where it will be .,. 
mother tongue. The Draft POlicy has 
already been laid on the Table of 
both Houses of Parliament. 

Teaching and Study of Enllish 
Lancuage and Literature 

50;)0. SHRI HARI NATH MISHRA: 
WJll the Minister of EDUCATION be 
pleased to state: 

(a) Government's policy on the 
teaching and study of English langu-
age and literature in the country as a 
whole; 

(b) \vhether it is a fact that teach-
ing and study of the English 
language is increasingly 'fading out 
in the Northern States; if so, the 
reaSO.1S for the same; and 

( c) whether Government propose 
promotion of English teachin~ in 
Northern Zone in view of the inter-
national importance of the langua,ge; 
if so, what steps have been taken or 
are proposed to be taken in this 
connection? 

THE MINISTER OF EDUCATION 
AND HEALTH AND SOCIAL WEL-
FARE (SHRI B. SHANKARANAND): 
(a) The Government of India's policy 
in respect of teaching of English is 
determined by the Three-Language 
Formula at the Secondary School 
level, envisaged under the N ationa! 
~licy on Education, 1968. This For-
mula provides for study of EQiUsh as 
one of the languages both in Hi.ndi 
and non-Hindi speaking states,. 

(b) With the medium of instruction 
in schools having been changed from 
English to Regional languages, '.h e 
emphasis given to English earlier is 
no lunger there. 

(C) For the proper teaching of Eng-
lish in schools in the country, the 
Central Institute of English and 
Foreign Languages, Hyderabad pro-
vides training facilities, teaching rna te-
ria] etc. To cater to the needs of 
Northern States, a regional centre h~s 




