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and selected. Thereafter, they will be
taken up for detailed scrutiny and in-
vestigation. It is not in the public
interest to disclose the names of such
frades and industries.
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Minerals jn Bastar

1455. SHRI ARVIND NETAM: Will
the Minister of STEEL, AND MINES
be pleaseq to state:

(a) whether it is g fact that the
District Bastar is very rich in mine-
rals and apart from the Bailadila iron
ore mines there is another extensive
deposit, south of Bhilai near Row-
ghat, with reserve of nearly 720 mil-
lion tons and also of as rich a quality
as Bailadila; and

(b) if so, the reaction of Govern-
ment thereto?

THE MINISTER OF COMMERCE,
& STEEL AND MINES (SHRI PRA-
NAB MUKHERJEE): (a) and (b).
Yes, Sir. The estimate of the Rowghat
Iron Ore Deposit is 830 million tonnes.
The fron content of this deposit is
generally comparable to that of the
Bailadila reserves. Because of the
proximity of the Rowghat Deposit to
the Bhilai Steel Plant, this can be
considered as g possible source to meet
the iron ore requirement ‘for long-
term needg of the Bhilai Steel Plant.

Export Duty on Turmeric

1456. SHRI G. NARSIMHA REDDY:
Will the Minister of FINANCE be
pleased to state:

(a) from what date the export
duty was levied on turmeric and
what is the total earning;

(b) whether Government are
aware of the fact that alter levying
of the export duty the market price
has been very much reduced as a
result of which the agriculturists are
directly affected;
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{(c) whether he is also aware that
the present market rate of turmeric
is not economical to grow thereby
resulting into agriculturists not grow-
ing and scarcity being created; and

(d) whether he proposes to remove
the export duty so that turmeric gro-
wers of this country can grow  tur-
meric this year?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF FINANCE (SHRI
MAGANBHAI BAROT): (a) The
export duty on turmeric was levied
with effect from 20th January, 1979.
The revenue earnings from this levy
have been gg follows:—

Period Rs. Lakhs

1978-79 (upto March, 79) 62
1979-80 (Provisional) 532
1980-81 (Budget Estimate) 700

(b) and (c). It is correct that the
prices of turmeric haVe fallen. This
is mainly due to the increase in pro-
duction which wag 146.8 thousand ton-
neg in 1978-79 as compared with 126.3
thousand tonnes in 1977-78. Despite
the export duty, exports of turmeric
amounted tp over 18,800 tonnes upto
December, 1979 as against a target of
11,000 tonnes for the whole of 1979-80,
For improving the prices realiseq by
the growers, other methods may have
to be employed, such as purchases by
official or co-operative agency at a re-
munerative price.

(d) The effects of the export duty
on turmeric are being kept under
constant review.
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Price rise in Cotton and Staple Yarn

1458, SHRI ZAINUL BASHER:
Will the Minister of COMMERCE be
pleaseq to state:

(a) whether Government are
aware that the prices of cotton and
staple yarn are increasing day by
day, resulting in large number of un-
employed among the weavers in U.P.;

(b) if so, what steps have been
taken to check the prices ang bring
them back to the leve] of 1977; and

(c) what other steps are being pro-
posed by Government for the fair
distribution of yarn to the weavers?

THE MINISTER OF COMMERCE,
STEEIL, AND MINES (SHRI PRA-
NAB MUKHERJEE): (a) Prices of
cotton and staple yarn have risen to
some extent mainly due to fall in pro-
duction following severe power culs
imposeqd on the spinning mills.

(b) and (c). Some of the important
steps taken to check the priceg and to
ensure fair distribution of yarn to the
weavers are— -





