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THE MINISTER OF EXTERNAL
AFFAIRS (SHRI P. V. NARASIMHA
RAO): (a) and (b). Yes, Sir. On
an invitation from Shri Mohammad
Tayyab, President, Darul Uloom, Deo-
band (Saharanpur), Prime Minister
inaugurateq the centenary celebra.
tiong of Darul Uloom on 2lst March,
1980 a3 Deoband and not in New Delhi,

Centenary celebrations of the Darul
Uloom, the renowned Islamic Educa-
tional Centre at Deoband, Uttar Pra-
desh, commenced on the 21st March,
1980. The celebrations were also ac-
compained by a convocational :zon-
ference of scholars which was being
held at Deoband after a lapse of 70
years. About 6.000 foreign delegates
from several Islamic countries attend-
ed these celebrations,
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Chinese invitation to Tibetans to

visit their Homeland

1312. SHRI S. M. KRISHNA: Will
the Minister of EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
be pleased tq state:

(a) whether it is a fact that some
Western countries are helping for the
contact between the Tibetan exiles
and the Chinese;

(b) whether some Tibetan exiles
have already visifed Peking and
Tibet;

(¢) if so, whether Government
have been apprised of their impres-
sions; and
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(d) whether any invitations to
visit their homeland have been exten-
ded by the Chinese Government
direct to the Dalai Lama’s Head-
quarters or through the Government
of India?

THE MINISTER OF EXTERNAL
AFFAIRS (SHRI P, V., NARASIMHA
RAO): (a) Government are not
aware of such efforts.

(b) and (c). Delegations made up
of Tibetans resident in India have
visited China including Tibet. They
have informed ug that they had gone
in response to invitations and appeals
from the Government of China.

(d) As an act of courtesy, a broad
and general picture of impressions
gained by the first delegation were
given to the Government of India.
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