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Pande Committee on National 
Transport Policy 

]234. PROF. MADHU DANDA-
V ATE: Will the Minister of RAIL· 
WAYS be pleased to state: 

(a) when the 'Pande Committee' on 
National Transport Policy was 
appointed; 

(b) when it submitted its report to 
Government; 

(c) whether the committee has re-
commended the construction of a 

broad gauge Railway line from Apta 
to Mangalore; and 

(d) if so, what steps are proposed 
to iml'lement this recommendation? 

THY DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE 
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI 
MALLIKARJUN): (a) On 26th April,. 
1978 by the Planning Commission. 

(b) On 8th May, 1980, to the Plan-
ning Co'mmission. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) Construction of line from Apta 
to Roha is in progress. The Planning 
Commission's approval has been 
sought to extend this line upto 
Dasgaon. 

Raiganj-Balurgbat Rail link 

1235. SIIRr SUBODH SEN: Will the 
l\1inistcr of RAILWAYS be pleased 
tu state: 

(a) whether Government are aware 
that there is no railway link between 
Raiganj and Balurghat in West Ben-
gal; and 

(b) if so, when the construction 
work will start and the details there-
or? 

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE 
MINISTl1Y OF RAILWAYS (SHRI 
lVIALLIKAR.JUN) : ( a ) Yes, 

(b) No investigations for the pro-
pos<:>d rail link between Raiganj and 
Balurghat have been carried Qut in 
the recent past. Ho\vever, in order 
to examine the feasibility for extend-
ing the rail communicati2I} to Balur-
ghat, a traffic survey for Eklakhi-
Balurghat via Gajol rail link was 
carried out during 1972-73, which 
revealed tha.t the proj'ect is highly 
unremunerative. In view of limited 
financial resources which are not 
adequate even to progress the schemes 
already in hand, it is not possibilt to 
take up the constructiOn of Raiganj-
Balurghat rail link at present. 




