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Cloud SeedlDa- Operation 

4217. SHRI OSCAR FERNANDES: 
Will the Minister of ENERGY' AND 
COAL be pleased to state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that the 
Karnataka Electricity Board has pro-
posed to la unch a 'cloud seeding ope-
ration' to produce artificial rains in 
area of Lingamanakki reservoir in 
the main feeder Sharavathi hydel pro-
ject for the State; 

(b) whether some assistance has 
also been sought from the Central 
Government in this regard; and 

(c) if so, the reaction of Central 
Government thereof? 

THE MINLSTER OF S,TATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OP ENERGY (SHRl VIK-
RAM MAHAJAN): (a) to (c). Yes, 
Sir. In vi~- of the critical power 
position prevailing in the State, the 
Karnataka Electricity Board has pro-
pOSed t\1 undertake cloUd exceding 
operations in the Linganamakki 

reservoir catchment area. The actual 
operation of cloud seeding has not yet 
IBtartec.L The estimated cost of this 
operation is approximately Rs. 22 
lakhs. 

In this connection, State Authorities 
have approached the Central Govern-
ment for clearances for aviation 
facilities and release of required 
aviation fuel. The clearances have 
been given. 

Requirement and domestic productleD 
of Crude Oil and High Speed Dieeel 

4218. SHRI GADADHAR SAHA: 
Will the Minister of PETROLEUM 
AND CHEMICALS be plea4)ed to 
state: 

(a) what is the actual requirement 
and domestic production of crude oil 
and H.S.D.; and 

(b) what steps are being taken to 
meet the shortage of crude and 
H.S.D.? 

THE MINISTER OF PETROLEUM, 
CHEMICALS AND FERTILIZERS 
(SHRI VEERENDRA PATIL): (a): 
ProbablY Light Diesel Oil (LOO) is 
being referred to as crude oil. It is 
~ot possible to say what the actual 
requirement of these products is. 
However, the actual consumption of 
Light Diesel Oil and 'Hi.gh Speed 
Diesel Oil in the country during 
1979-80 was about 1.25 million tonnes 
and 9.75 million tonnes respectively. 
The production of these two petroleum 
products in the refineries in the country 
during 1979-80 was as under:-

High Speed Diesel 
Oil 

Li~ht Diesel Oil 

(Figures Provisiol al) 

'.97 million tonnes 
I 23 million tonnes 

(b) The production of middle dis-
tillates which include the above men-
tioned two products, is being maximis-
ed in the refineries. Imports are also 
being arranged to the extent necessary 
for meeting the dem@nd' fully. 




