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(b ) to (d ). A fter nationalisation 
many of the small taken-over mines 
were re-grouped based on geographi
cal, economic and administrative 
convenience. Some of the units 
were closed mainly due to inade
quate reserves, seasonal nature of 
the mines, poor quality of coal, in- 
the mines, poor quality of coal, in- 
infra-structure like roads, Railway
transport facilities, etc.

Geological Survey of India and 
Mineral Exploration Corporation have 
taken up detailed drilling and ex
ploration of Hurra basin in Raj-
mahal coalfield. Government
have already sanctioned a major 
opencast project at Rajmahal for a 
production of 5 million tonnes per 
annum at an investment of Rs. 87.43 
crores which will create additional 
employment potential. More pro
jects w ill be sanctioned as and 
when additional mineable coal re
serves are proved by drilling and 
exploration.
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Cooking Gas connections in Mehsana 
City

7794. SHRI MOTIBHAI R. CHAU- 
DHURY: Will the Minister of PET
ROLEUM AND CHEMICALS be 
pleased to refer to the reply given 
to Unstarred Question 5081 on the 
22nd July, 1980 regarding cooking 
gas connection in Towns of Meh
sana and state:

(a ) whether applications are being 
invited for new connections and if 
not, when applications will be invit
ed;

(b ) the criteria to be adopted for 
giving these agencies; and

(c) whether these agencies will be 
given on district basis or region-wise 
viz. one agency for North Gujarat 
and one each for Marsona, Banas- 
kantha Sabarkantha and other dis
tricts?

THE MINISTER OF PETROLEUM, 
CHEMICALS AND FERTILIZERS, 
(SHRI VEERENDRA P A T IL ):
(a) Keeping in view the additional 
availability of cooking gas materiali
sing from the beginning of 1981. the 
cooking gas distributors of the oil 
companies in' different parts of the 
country are entertaining new regis
tration of customers to be on the 
waiting lists until they can be pro
vided new connections.

(b) During 1980-81, oil companies 
propose to open 12 agencies/ 
dealerships in Gujarat State at Ba- 
roda, Gandhinagar, Surat, Nav- 
sari, Patna and Ahmedabad. As per 
existing policy guidelines for 
awarding new agencies/dealership, 
the following quotas art reserved




