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Removal of Silting in the Ganges
Botween Jangipur and the Bay of
Bengal

469. SHRI ZAINAL ABEDIN: Will
the Minister of SHIPPING AND
TRANSPORT be pleased to state the
steps taken by Government to remove
the silting in the Ganges belween
Jangirpur and the mouth of Bay of

Bengal?

THE MINISTER OF SHIPPING
AND TRANSPORT AND TOURISM
AND CIVIL AVIATION (SHRI A. P.
SHARMA): The silt is being removed
by means of dredging the river chan-
nel ang siltation is sought to be con-
trolled through execution of certain
river training works,

Dredging is broadly divided into 4
categories as under:—

(i) Higher reaches dredging, that
is dredging upstream of the Port
of Calcutta, which aimg at blocking
and removing the silt so that it does
not travel lower down to Calcutta.

(ii) Dock dredging, that is dredg-
ing within the docks at Calcutta and
Haldia. ,

(iii) River dredging, that is dredz-
ing of the navigable channel from
Calcutta to Balari bar.

(iv) Estuary dredging, gihat is
dredging of the shipping ®hannel to
Haldia, e

Calcutta Port has a fleet of dredgers
for maintaining navigable depths of
the rivey Hooghly and also to prevent
silt from accumulating in upstream
reaches of Calcutta.

In additon, certain river training
works and bank protection measures
are aso being executed in the vulner-
able reaches to prevent siltation in
the navigable reaches of the river,
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Introduction of Double-Decker
Coaches on Asansol Route

471. SHRI SUSHIL, BHATTA-
CHARYYA: Will the Minister of
RAILWAYS be pleased to state:

(a) whether there ig any proposal
under consideration, of Government
to introduce double-decker coatheg on
Asansol route;

(b) it so, details; and
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_ {¢) it not, the reasong therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS
(SHRI C. K. JAFFER SHARIEF):
(a) to (c). The proposal to introduce
deuble-decker coaches on  Howrah-
Asansol section has been agreed to in
principle. However, no spare double-
dedker coaches are available at pre-
sent for use on this section.
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Conl Loading

478. SHRIMATI PRAMILA DAN-
DAVATE: Will the Minister of RAIL~
WAYS be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that there
has been slackness in loading of ceal
by Railways due to ina equate power
supply during the last two months;

(b) if sa, the reasong thereof; and

(c) what steps have been taken to
provide adequate power to the Rail
ways?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS
(SHRI C. K. JAFFER SHARIEF):
(a) to (¢). There was a drop in oceal
loading from Bengal-Bihar fields dur-
ing April-May ‘80 as compared tu ear-
lier two months due to frequent and
prolonged interruptions in power
supply in coal loading areas in Bengal-
Bihar Sector. The matter has been
brought to the notice of Ministry of
Emergy for suitable remedial actien.
Regular liaison is alsp being maintain-
ed with State Electricity Boards by
the Zonal Railways.

Develepment of Road Cemmunica.
tions jm Meghalaya

474, SHRI P. A. SANGMA: Wil
the Minister of SHIPPING AN®
TRANSPOM be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that Meg-
halaya contains only 24 kms. of read
per 100 sq. kms. compared to 34.4 k.
in the country;

(b) if so, what steps are being
taken to develop road communica-
tions ip the State; and

(c) whether Government have any
proposal to construct road along the
International boarder of the State of
Meghalaya?





