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due to imposition of export duty on
tea in 1977, and (iii) over-all lack of
buoyancy in the export trade. The
steps taken by Government in the
wake of declining exports in 1978, in-
clude (i) the abolition of export dut.y
on tea with effect from 14-2-1979, (ii)
re-infroduction in January, 1979 of
{he system of refund of additional
excise duty on packet tea expo;ts,
(iii) placing the import of tea bagging
machines under OGL, (iv) the reduc-
tion in the import duty on tea bagging
machinery from 75 per cent to 25
percent w.e.t. 18--80, and‘(V) en-
hancement of the rate of casn com-
pensatory support from 10 per cent to
12} per cent on packet tea and 'tea
pbags from April, 1979. In addition,
the Tea Board’s office abroad continue
to undertake various promotional
measures name generic promotion,
uni-national prcmotion, participation
in trade fairs, exhibitions etc.

Working of Sick Textile Units under
Nationa] Textile Corporation

3949. SHRI S. M. KRISHNA: Will
the Minister of COMMERCE be

pleased to state:

(a) what measures have oeen taken
by Government to revamp the working
of the various sick textile units at pre-
gent run by the National Textil2 Cor-
woration;

(b) whether in view of the present
trends in the textile industry, Govert
ment have considered the desirability
of taking up the mamufacture of man-
made fabrics in some of these mills
like terrycot, terene and other tyres
of blended fabrics;

(¢) if not, the reascns therefor; and

(d) what steps Government propose
to take in the matter with a view to
ensure profitable working of the Na-
tional Textile Corporation?

THE MINISTER OF COMMERCE
AND STEEL AND MINES (SHRI
PRANAB MUKHERJEE): (a) and
(d). Some of the impertant steps taken
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and/or being taken to improve the
working of NTC mills and to make
them viable are as follows:—

(i) modernisation/renovation of
the machinery;

(ii) rationalisation of work load
and labour force;

(iii) bulk procurement of raw
materia] on centralised basis;

(iv) diverstfication in the pattein
of production; and

(v) installatian of diesel generat-
ing sets in s'me of the uvits (o
overcome power shortages.,

(b) Terrycot and blended fabrics
are already being produced in some of
the NTC mills where necessary flaci-
lities are available,

(c) Does rot ¢rise.

Golds output of Kolar Gold Fields

3950. SHRI S M. KRISHNA. will
the Minister of STEEL AND MINES
be pleased to siate;

(a) what is the present gold ocut
put of the Kolar Gold Fields;

(b) whether it has been explored &
any stage that the mining of lowe
grade ore will yield more profitahic
results: if not, the reasons therefor
and

(c) what other measures are propts-
ed to be taken to raise the output ani
create more employment potential for
the Local miners who had lost their
jobs on account of retrenchment some
time back?

THE MINISTER OF COMMERCE
AND STEEL AND MINES (SHR!
PRANAB MUKHERJEE): (a) The
output of gold during 1979-80 Wwas
1560 kgs. The output during the first
quarfer of 1980-81 was about 375 k&5
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(b) Intensive exploration work has

peen in progress for the discovery of
oreshoots in the existing mines and in
the Kolar Schist Belt. Exploitation
of lower grade cre has become econo-
mically viable consequent tg the re-
cent increase in the price of gold. To
take advantage of this the Company
has drawn up plans for progressively
higher utilisation of lean grade ore.

(c) Consequent upon the closure of

work in certain uneconomic sections
of the mines in 1959, the services of
some of the employees were dispensed
with under a scheme of voluntary
retirement. The exploitation of lean
ores  the implementation of the Schee-
lite Recovery Project and the expan-
sion of the activities of the Mine
Contract Division are expected to
create additional employment poten-
tial.
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