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(c) and (d). While the normal than-
nal of supplies of iron and steel to
S.8.1I. Units is through the S.S.I. Cor-
porations, provision had ben made
that if at any point of time an item is
not available with the S.S.I. Corpora-
tion, then the stockyard may supply
the same to the unit on production of
a certificate from the S.S.I. Corpora-
tion to the effect that the item is not
available with them and jt would have
been supplied to the unit if it had been
available. This provision was made
to reduce hardship tc the S.S.I. units
and is applicable not only to West
Bengal but to all the States. This oro-
vision was there in 1979-80 and is be-
ing continued in 1980-81 also.

Power Shortage Affects production of
Ralls

3907. SHRI R. K. MAHALGI: will
the Minister 6 STEFL."AND MINES ve
pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the
recent power shartage has affected
the production of rails;

(b) if so, what has been the produc-
tion of rails during the past six
months; and

(¢) whether the Government have
taken any steps to increase its produc-
tion?

THE MINISTER OF COMMERCE
AND STEELL AND MINES (SHRI
PRANAB MUKHERJEE) (a) and (b).
There is a shortage of Production in
rails for various reasons including
Power shortage. Production of rails

during January to June 1980 is given
below:—

Name of the plant  January-June 1980

1. B:'hilai 102,100 tonnes
2. IISCO 0,500 tonnes
3. TISCO . 5,078 tonnes

(¢) With a view to improve the
production of steel including rails a
number of measures have been initiat-
ed and important among them include
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close and constant liaison with th»
the Ministry of Energy, Damodar Val-
ley Corporation, State Electricity
Beards, coal supplying agencies and 'he
Railways so as to secure maximum
supplies of power and coking coal lo
the steel plants. Actual supplies of
power and coal as well as other essen-
tial inputs are being closely monitored
at various levels on a daily basis, Steps
have also been taken to ensure better
generation ¢of power frem the existing
captive power plants as also to auz-
ment their capacities to meet the acute
shortage of ferro-silicon and good
quality of coking coal. SAIL have
been allowed to import coking coal as
well as ferro-silicon.
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