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As a result of these steps produc-
tion in April and May 1980 has al~ 
ready exceeded the production in 
these months last year by 2.0 million 
tonnes. 

Supply of Cooking Gas to New 
Consumers 

215. SHRI T. R. SHAMANNA: Will 
the Minister of P1!.TROLEUM AND 
CHEMICALS be peased t·.) state: 

(a) whether he is aware of the fact 
that there is considerable demand for 
gas to be used for domestic (cooking) 
purpose; and 

(b) if so, whether Government pro-
pose to take necessary steps to supply 
the gas to new consumers? 

THE MINISTER OF PETROLEUM 
AND CH~ICALS AND FERTILI-
ZERS (SHRI VEERENDRA PATIL): 
(a) Yes Sir. 

(b) The availability of cooking gas 
in the country is anticipated to in-
crease progressively from about tl'\e 
beginning of 1981 with the commis-
sioning of:-

(i) Facilities for separation of 
LPG from Bombay Hign Associated 
Gas 

(ii) Mathura Refinery; 

(iii) Secondary Processing Facili-
tie~ at Koyali R~finery. 

The release of new gas connections 
will be possible for various house-
h'OIders in various parts of the count-
ry after the completion of the above 
schemes. 

Measur~ to protect from FlOOds I. 
variOUS Repons 

216. SHRI R. P. YADAV: Will the 
Minister of IRRIGATION be pleased 
to state: 

(a) whether Government have 
taken necessary steps to strengthen 
protection measures in view of the 

ensuing flood season, in various. 
regions. particularly in Ganga and 
Brahmaputra belts; and 

(b) if SOt the details thereof? 

THE MINISTER OF IRRIGATION 
(SHRI KEDAR PANDEY): (a) and 
(b). The Central Government has re-
"uested all the States and Union terl'i-
t·ories to undertalte a timely review 
of arrangements for tackling the situa-
tiOn in the flood-prone areas and to 
take precautionary measures as may 
be required ton ensure that they are 
not caught unprepared during the 
enSUing monsoon season. Some of the 
important points that require atten-
tiOn have been identified. These in-
cluoe the tiinely completion of flood 
contr'oI schemes already taken up, pre-
m')n~Oon inspection and maintenance 
of flood control works, arrangements 
fOr flood fighting and stacking of mn-
tel'!a~ at vulnerable location and pre-
paration of detailed preparedness plan 
for areas requiring special attention. 
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Salanpur Thermal Power Plant ~ 
West Bengal 

219. SHRI ANANDA PATHAK: 

SHRI SAlFUDDIN CHOU-
DHURY: 

Wi} the Minister of ENERGY AND 
IRRIGA TION AND COAL be peased 
to state: 

(a) what is the progress of Salanpur 
'Thermal Power Plant in West Bengal; 
and 

'(b) the details thereot? 

THE MINISTER OF ENERGY 
(SHRt A. B. A. GHANi KHAN 
CHAUDHURY): (a) and (b). A pro-
posal to locate a large thermal power 
station at Salanpur in West Bengal 
was submitted to the Committee for 
selction of sites fOr large thermal 
power station set up by Government 
of India in 1973. The proposal is 
based on availability of coal from 
Raniganj coal fields. The Committee, 
however, recommended setting up a 
large thermal power station for Eas-
tern Regi';:>n at Faraka which is now 
under construction. 

Normal Life of and Deteriorating 
Condition of Power Plants 

220. SHRI SUSHIL BHATTACHAR-
YYA: Wi1~ the Minister of ENERGY 
AND IRRIGATlON AND COAL be 
pleased to state: 

(a) what is the normal life of a 
power plant in our country: 

(b) whether Government have 
investigated into the deteriorating 
conditions of all the power pJants; 

• (c) if so, the findings of the in-
vestigation; and 

( d) if not, the reasons thereof? 

THE MINISTER OF ENERGY AND 
COAL (SHRIA.B.A.GHANIKHAN 
CHAUDHURI): (a) Normal life of a 
Thermal POwer Plant i3 a')out ~5 
years whereas the life of Hydro Elec-
tric Pant is abou~ 35 years 

(b) to (d). Centra] Electricitv A ll-
thority monitors the perforn'!a~cc af 
POloVer Plants :;t)l over the country. 
Old plants whi~h have outlived thejr 
life are derated and at suitable times 
are retired when the cost of genera-
tion becomes prehibitively high. 

T. V. Bela)' Centre at AsaDsoi 

221. SHRI SUSHIL P.lIA'ITACHA-
RYY A: Will the Minister of INFOR-
MATION AND BROADCASTING be 
pleased to state: 

(a) when the construction work on 
T.V. relay centre at Asansol is eX'-
pected to be started; and 




