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Coal Famine predicted 

1662. SHRI INDRAJIT GUPTA. 
SHRI HARI KRISHAN . 
SHASTRI: 

Will the Minister of ENERGY AND 
IRRIGATION AND COAL be pleased 
to state: 

(a) whether his attention has been 
drawn to a study brought Out recently 
by the Birla Insti tute of Scientific Roearch 
predicting a coal famine in the country 
in the near future j and 

(b) if so, whether he agrees with the 
Institute's forecast which is based on the 
theory of 'over centralisation' of the coal 
indUltry and the need for setting up a 
jOint sector? 

THE MINISTER OF ENERGY AND 
IRRIGATION AND COAL (SHRI 
A.B.A. GHANI KHAN CHAUDHURI): 

(a) Yea, Sir, 

(b) No, Sir. The present shortages are 
only marginal arising out of shortfall in 
production of certain categor'SIe& of COal 
and inadequate transport availability. 

Steps have been taken to increase coal 
production and further measures are 
under examination which include a 
review of the orgariisation of coal India. 
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