189  Written Answers PHALGUNA 27, 1801 (§AKA) Written Answers 190

severely affecting public transport and
agriculture;

(b) if so, whether Government has
supplied the requisite quota of diesel
to West Bengal in the months of Jan-
uary and February; and

(c) it not, what steps have been
taken to supply the necessary quantity
now?

THE MINISTER OF PETROLEUM
AND CHEMICALS (SHRI VEEREN-
DRA PATIL): (a) Duye to the agita-
tion in Assam and consequent closure
of the three refineries located in that
State and Barauni Refinery in Bihar,
the availability of high speed diesel
oil (HSD) in many of the States, in-
cluding West Bengal, was alfected.
The State Government was advised
to give highest priority to agriculture.
Some effect may have been felt on
public transport.

(b) The following are the details
of sales of HSD for the months of
January and February 1980 and the
allocations for March, 1980 for West
Bengal: —

“ Month Quantity in mctric
tonnes
January /80 . 50619 (approximately)
February /[8o-. ., 50078 (approximately)
March (8o .
(allocations) 61000 (approximately)

The State Government haq been
asking for additional allocations of
HSD from time to time. It is not
possible to indicate the percentage of
demand that has been fulfilled.

(¢) The allocation of HSD for
March 1980 has already been increa-
sed substantially.
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Purchase of Onions from Maharashtra
by NAFED

782. SHRI UTTAMRAO PATIL:
Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE
be pleased to state:

(a) the rate per quintal of onions
which the NAFED has purchased from
the Government of Maharashtra fromr
July, 1979 to December, 1879,
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(b) the margin of profit earned by
NAFED during the same period; and
the distribution system and selling
price in Delhi; and

(c) whether Government{ propose
to take action against the officials
agencies who are responsible for this
abnormal rise in the price of onions
in Delhi during the said period, if
not, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTRY OF AGRICUL-
TURE (SHRI R. V. SWAMINA-
THAN): (a). NAFED has made pur-
chase of onions not from the Gov-~
ernment of Maharashtra but {rom
the farmers through cooperatives in
the State. The purchase rates for
the period from July to December,
1979 are given in the Statement

(b) NAFED has, instead of earn-
ing any profit in the sale of onions;
incurred losses in such transactions
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during July—December; 1979. It
arranged distribution through its
own 10 Kiosks and 2 mobile vans.
and 52 branches of Super-Bazar, in
Delhi with effect from 13-9-1979, The
retail price as fixed by NAFED from
time to time are as follows:—

(RS, Per kg.)
13-9-79 to 1o-12-79 1,25
11-12-79 to  15-2-80 2 00
16-2-30 to 25-2-80 1.00

(c) As seen from answers to parts
(a) and (b), NAFED was in no way
responsible for the abnormal rise
in the price of onions in Delhi dur-
ing the said period. In fact it
helped to contain the price rise.
No official agencies were responsi-
ble for this rise in prices and there-
fore no action is contemplated against
any one.

Statement
Month Centre Quantity Rate rantzf.‘—
purchased (per Quuntal)
mMT
1 2 3 4
Rs.
Julv?yg . Lasalgaon 2008 85-115
Pimpalgaon a97 82-115
: Saykheda 192 100-106
Dindori 451 111-115
3648
August’7q Lasalgaon 108q 108-117
Dindori 379 112-115
Pimpalgaon 236 114-11%
1704
September '5q . Pimpalgaon 356 100-120
Lasalgaon 198 T11-113
Dindoii 146 110-115
00
October * 79 Lasalgaon 125 165-181
November?’yg . T.asalgaon ) 1036 159-198
Dhulia 453 155-104
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201-300

199-293
210-298

367
555

. Lagalgaon

D ecember®7g .

Manmad

86

1008

8674

Pimpalgaon

Grand Total
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Amendment in Seeds Aot

786. SHRI VIJAY N. PATIL:
the Minister of AGRICULTURE be

pleased to state:

of

(a) the steps Government propose

to take to reduce the exploitation





