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(b) if so, the quantity thereof; and 

(c) whether the state Government 
bas lifted the quota? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN 
THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE 
(SHRI R. V. SWAMINATHAN): 
(a) to (c). During the current year 
Le. the yea[' IH79-80, th(." Government 
of MeghalaYa were allocated 2,0'00 
M.T. of foodgrain under normal 
Food fOr Work Programme and 1000 
M.T. under the spt..."'Cial Fo(',J for Work 
Propramme. Th(." State Government 
havE:" yet to sbrt th{' pro-.:ess of utiliz-
ing the ullocation. 
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Nation',. Grid of Rural Godown and 
Pod Harvest Teehnoloo to prevent 

Distress Sales 

680. SHRI K. RAMAMURTHY: 
Will the Minister of RURAL RE-
CONSTRUCTION be pleased to state: 

(a) w'lether Government propOie 
to set up a national grid of rural 

godowna and poat..harveat technoloD 
centres to prevent diltreaa aalea of 
poor farmers aDd panic purchase of 
atRuent consumeD; and 

(b) if so, the details of the scheme? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN 
THE MINiSTRY OF AGRICULTURE 
(SHRl R. V. SWAMINATHAN): 
(ra) and (1;). A scheme for the 
estabhshment of a National Grid of 
Rural Godowns has been launched 
from the current financial Jear. The 
objectlVe 01 thlS scheme is to create 
a network of rural godowns in the 
State::; and the Union Territories pri-
marily to take care of storage 
rcquirf>m{'nts ()f agriculture produc-
ers, }.JC1rticular~y small and marginal 
farmers. The }mplementing agency 
in thIS scheme cnn be ('ither a .:-tate 
warehousin~ corporatlOn, or u mar-
ket committee or a cooperative 
socipty The ImplcmC'lltmg agencies 
wou1d hI' cntltlf'd to a cash sub:5idy, 
not exceeding 50 per cent of the cost 
of ron"truction. The expenditure on 
SUbSIdy J~ to he shared betwE>cn the 
Centre and states on 50: 50 ba is. 

The ~,('hemE" fOr scttmg up post 
hnrvest technology centrtl.s has not 
yet bcen finnlised and i" still at the 
proposal stage. A post h3rvest tech-
nol"gy centre is aimed at the rlic:se1l;li-
nation of information and demonstra-
tion or technology and nractices of 
scie'1tific storage and proc€'''sml~ The 
actual financial requirements tor a 
Centre will depend on its location, 
crops grown in the area and activities 
undertaken by the centre. 
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Nelft item _titled ''lndiall Exports 
have.Poor Image Abroad" 

6U2. DR. SUBRAMANIAM SWAMY: 
WIll the Mmister of EDUCATION be 
plcas~d to state: 

(a) whether Government's atten-
tIOn has been drawn to the News Hem 
entitled "Indian Exports have Poor 
Image Abroad" in F1.nancial Express 
dated January 16, 1980 regarding the 
results of a study sponsored by the 
Indian Council of Social Science 
Reseal ch and if so, the main finding. 
of the lIBid atudy; 

(b) whether this study entitled 
"Export Marketing 01 Non-Traditional 
items" has also made any policy re-
commendations affecting policy formu-
lation by organisatioIl8 conn.ected with 
foreign trade; and 

(c) whether any efforts have been 
made to inform the concerned Minil-
tries and organisations of the research 
findings relevant to applied aspects of 
such a re!earch etudy? 

THE MINISTER OF EDUCATION 
AND HEALTH AND SOCIAL WEL-
FARE (SHRI B. SHANKARANAND): 
(a) The news item has come to the 
notice of the Government. Accord-
ing to information furnished by the 
Indian Council of SOcial Science Re-
search, the Council did not sponsor 
the study. The study has, in fact, 
been conducted by a research scho-
lar Of the Univer~ity of Delhi for his 
doctoral dissertation whiCh is yet to 
be evaluated by the University autho-
rities. The Indian ~cil of Social 

Scienc~ Research did finance the visit 
of the scholar to certain South-East 
Asian countries in connection with 
the research. 

(b) and (c). Do not arise. 

Supply 01 Dieeel to Siaclrl MOderaisa.. 
tin Plaat 

683, SHRI A. K. ROY: Will the 
Mini ter of PETROLEUM AND CHE-
MICALS be pleased to state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that the 
Sindri Modernisation Plant is run-
ning intermittently due to the ntJn-
avaIlability of the raw materials i.e. 
diesel if :,0. facts in details; month-
wh-,e break-up of the period of idle-
ne:5S of the Plant in last three 
months; and 

(b) whether the existing Coal based 
plant would be ren-.:>vated to act as the 
standby in case of diesel shortage in 
future? 

THE MINISTER' OF PETROLEUM 
AND CHEMICALS (SHRI VEEREN-
DRA PATIL): (a) Low Sulphw 
Heavy Stock/lt'uel Oil and, not Diesel 
Oil, i;;.; the raw material used in the 
Sindri l\tiodcrnisation Plant. It is a 
fact t~3t the plant hac; been running 
intermjttently due to' non-availability 
of LSHS/Fuel Oil. The Plant has 
rennined <;hut down since 16th 
Janu:.ry, 19RO. 

Thf' month-wise break-up of the 
period of idleness of the Plant in the 
l'ast three month"1 is as under: 

Month 

December 1979 

January 1980 

February 1980 

Number of 
days of 

idleness 

10 

29 

(b) No, Sir. The old coal baaed 
plant at Sindri was clOSed down in 
February, 1978 since it had outlived 




